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NOTES

NOTES TO INTRODUCTION

1	 Box B103-002 (Calgary Rifles) KOCR (RCAC) Museum Historical Overview, KOCRA.
2	 Famously uttered by a Canadian diplomat at the League of Nations in 1927 to explain 

the lack of interest of his government and countrymen in the world’s troubles.
3	 Box B103-002 (Calgary Rifles) KOCR (RCAC) Museum Historical Overview, KOCRA.
4	 At Dieppe and during the Italian Campaign, 14th Armoured Regiment personnel were 

awarded three DSOs, seven MCs, five MMs and a lone DCM. Box B103-002 (Calgary 
Rifles) KOCR (RCAC) Museum Historical Overview, KOCRA.

5	 This was hard to avoid, for if the Canadian story was going to be told, Canadians had 
to tell it, British (in the case of both world wars) and American (in the case of WW II) 
historians showing little interest.

NOTES TO CH A PTER 1

1	 Vance, Maple Leaf Empire, 21–30. On the culture of British imperialism and military 
duty inculcated in the World War soldiers as youngsters, see Moss, Manliness and 
Militarism.

2	 Box B103-001 Calgary Rifles, folder 001 and box B103-002 Calgary Rifles, Historical 
Sketches 4, KOCRA.

3	 Box B103-001 Calgary Rifles, folder 001, KOCRA. The 10th Battalion soon became an 
Alberta unit for reinforcement purposes.

4	 Mason had earlier left the 103rd to become second-in-command of the 31st (South 
Alberta) Battalion.

5	 Ottawa assigned the 50th enlistment numbers 434001 to 434999. Holding one of these 
marked you as an “original” and was a great source of pride after the war. Calgary Daily 
Herald, 29 December 1914, 1 and 21 January 1915, 10.

6	 By mid-June 1915 the 50th and two other infantry battalions were training at Sarcee 
Camp, with a total of sixty rifles between them. By 1916 eleven infantry battalions were 
training there, and the camp expanded to accommodate 15,000 men. Cunniffe, Scarlet, 
Riflegreen and Khaki, 18, box B103-002 Calgary Rifles, KOCRA.

7	 Cunniffe, Scarlet, Riflegreen and Khaki, 22, box B103-002, Calgary Rifles, KOCRA and 
A. Russell and W. Gadsden, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion interviews, RG 41 BIII1, LAC.

8	 Box B50-010 50th Battalion, folder 003 Nominal Rolls and Other Personnel Lists, 
KOCRA. Most would reinforce the 10th Battalion which permitted the 50th, which 
only reached the front in August 1916, to claim Festubert as a battle honour. Similarly, 
it could claim Second Ypres because of the large number of 103rd Regiment men who’d 
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proceeded overseas with the 10th in 1914. Box B103-002 50th Battalion, Historical 
Sketches 4, KOCRA.

9	 The nickname had been informally adopted by the men themselves, though some 
accounts refer to “Mason’s Maulers.” Probably both were used.

10	 Calgary Daily Herald, 21 October 1915, 1. Calgary Daily Herald, 28 August 1915, 1; Box 
11, file 139, Victor Wheeler Papers, M5614, GA; and A. Russell and W. Gadsden, box 15, 
tape 1, 50th Battalion interviews, RG41 BIII1, LAC.

11	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 26 October 1915, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder 
Argo, David, KOCRA.

12	 Including the two reinforcement drafts already sent overseas, 79 percent of the officers 
and men raised by the 50th Battalion in 1915 were British immigrants. Box B50-010, 
folder 003 Nominal Rolls and Other Personnel Lists, 50th Battalion, KOCRA. Such men 
were more likely to have some military experience, mostly in the part-time Territorial 
Army, and therefore deemed more desirable recruits. London also encouraged the 
many young Britons abroad to enlist in the Dominion forces. Overall, almost one-half 
of the men who served overseas in the CEF were British immigrants.

13	 Box B103-002 50th Battalion, Historical Sketches 2 and 10, KOCRA; W. Gadsden and A 
Russell, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG41 BIII1, LAC; and box 11, folder 139, Victor 
Wheeler Papers, M5614, GA.

14	 Various training syllabi for weeks ending 26 February, 10 April and 3 June 1916, box 
4217, folder 8-1, 50th Battalion, RG 9 III C 3, LAC.

15	 Max Aitken to Robert Borden, 10 September 1916, E series, roll A-1765, Max Aitken/
Lord Beaverbrook Papers, MG 27 IIG1, LAC. Jackson, Empire on the Western Front, 
chapter 1 and Simpkins, Kitchener’s Army, Part II, chapters 6–12.

16	 Jackson, Empire on the Western Front, chapter 1; Morton, Peculiar Kind of Politics, 
chapters 3 and 4; and Harris, Canadian Brass, chapter 6.

17	 Box B50-010 50th Battalion, folder 003, KOCRA and nominal roll of officers and other 
ranks, 27 October 1915, box 79, 50th Battalion, RG 9 III B 3, LAC.

18	 Andrew Munro to father, 5 November 1915, Andrew Munro Papers, IWM.
19	 David Argo correspondence during the winter of 1915–16, box B50-020 50th Battalion, 

folder Argo, David, KOCRA.
20	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 13 and 16 May, 19 June and 8 and 23 July 1916, box B50-

020 50th Battalion, folder Argo, David, KOCRA.
21	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 9 April 1916, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder Argo, 

David, KOCRA. Morton, Peculiar Kind of Politics, chapters 3 and 4.
22	 Brennan, “Major-General David Watson,” 111–43 and Jackson, Empire on the Western 

Front, chapter 1.
23	 Max Aitken to Sam Hughes, 4 May 1916, E series, roll A-1764, Aitken/Lord Beaverbrook 

Papers, MG 27 IIG1, LAC.
24	 Gen. R. Wighan to Headquarters 4th Canadian Division, 7 June 1916, E series, roll 

A-1765, Max Aitken/Lord Beaverbrook Papers, MG 27 IIG1, LAC and diary 17 June 
and 14 and 20 July 1916, David Watson Papers, MG 30 E69, LAC. W. Allen, box 15, tape 
1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 BIII1, LAC and Andrew Munro to father, 18 February and 16 
April 1916, Andrew Munro Papers, IWM
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25	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 23 July 1916, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder Argo, 
David, KOCRA. In the CEF’s practice “overseas” meant continental Europe, not the 
British Isles, which in itself reflects the imperial perspective of most Anglo-Canadians.

26	 David Watson to Max Aitken, 10 August 1916, E series, roll A-1765, Max Aitken/Lord 
Beaverbrook Papers, MG 27 IIG1, LAC. David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 23 July 1916, box 
B50-020 50th Battalion, folder Argo, David, KOCRA.

27	 Box 11, folder 139, Wheeler Papers, M5614, GA.
28	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 101.
29	 10, 12 and 13 August 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
30	 18–21 August 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 4–5 and R. 

Stephen and J. A. MacDonald, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 B III 1, LAC.
31	 28 August 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
32	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 4–5.
33	 21–23 September 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Diary 28 September 1916, David 

Watson Papers, MG 30 E69, LAC.
34	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 12.
35	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 160–67; Cook, Sharp End, chapters 31 and 

33; and Gary Sheffield, Somme, chapters 1–3.
36	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 16.
37	 14–17 October 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC and A. Russell and W. Gadsden, box 

15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 BIII1, LAC. Overcome by the strain, one officer 
intentionally wounded himself. Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 20–21.

38	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 1 November 1916, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder 
Argo, David, KOCRA. 20–22 October 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC and David Argo 
to Mrs. Mae Argo, 11 October 1916, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder Argo, David, 
KOCRA. For obvious reasons, reliefs were carried out at night, which made navigating 
the warren of communication trenches all the more difficult.

39	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 1 November 1916, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder 
Argo, David, KOCRA.

40	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 180–92.
41	 26 October 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
42	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 22.
43	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 31 and Lt.-Col. Edward George Mason and Maj. Robert Berry 

Eaton, RG 150, Acc. 1992–93/166, LAC. See Brennan, “Good Men for a Hard Job” and 
“Completely worn out by service in France.”

44	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 29.
45	 R. Stephen and J. A. MacDonald, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 B III 1, LAC.
46	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 23.
47	 Diary 2 November 1916, David Watson Papers, MG 30 E 69, LAC. On the soldiers’ 

spirits, David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 13 November 1916, box 50-020 50th Battalion, 
folder Argo, David, KOCRA.

48	 G. W. L. Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 194 and 196.
49	 17 and 18 November 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC and W. Allen, box 15, tape 1, 50th 

Battalion, RG 41 B III 1, LAC.
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50	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 196–97.
51	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 11 October 1916, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder 

Argo, David, KOCRA.
52	 David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 26 October 1915, box B50-020 50th Battalion, folder 

Argo, David, KOCRA. David Argo to Mrs. Mae Argo, 1 and 13 November 1916, box 
B50-020 50th Battalion, folder Argo, David, KOCRA.

53	 C. T. Hodge to Mrs. Mae Argo, 6 January 1917, box B50-020 50th Battalion, Argo, 
David folder, KOCRA.

54	 Sydney Nightingale to Mrs. Jessie Nightingale, undated (April 1916), box B50-023 50th 
Battalion, Nightingale, Sydney folder, KOCRA.

55	 Director of Records to Mrs. Jessie Nightingale, 1 June 1920, box B50-023 50th 
Battalion, Nightingale, Sydney folder, KOCRA. Proceedings for the Board of Pension 
Commissioners for Canada to Mrs. Jessie Nightingale, 1 March 1917 and Director of 
Records to Mrs. Jessie Nightingale, 17 December 1917, box B50-023 50th Battalion, 
Nightingale, Sydney folder, KOCRA. Established in 1917, the Imperial War Graves 
Commission undertook the reburial and perpetual care of the graves of the Empire’s 
dead, a responsibility they also assumed for the World War II dead.

56	 Andrew Munro to his father, 4 December 1916, Andrew Mason Munro Papers, IWM. 
Andrew Munro to his father, 14 December 1916, Andrew Mason Munro Papers, IWM. 
Letters mailed on leave in England only had to survive the random attention of post 
office censors. Runners carried messages back and forth between headquarters and 
front-line units, an extraordinarily dangerous assignment.

57	 Andrew Munro to his father, 4 December 1916, Andrew Mason Munro Papers, IWM 
and Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 80.

58	 20, 21 and 23 November 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
59	 D. G. L. Cunnington, box 15, tape 3, 50th Battalion, RG 41 BIII1, LAC; memorandum, 

undated, box B50-023 50th Battalion, Nichol, Angus folder, KOCRA; Horace Blake to 
Victor Wheeler, 26 January 1964, box 2, folder 13, Victor Wheeler Papers, M-5614, GA; 
and Marti, For Home and Empire, 73–74. On race and recruitment in the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force, see Walker, “Race and Recruitment in World War I, 1–26 and 
Marti, For Home and Empire, chapter 3.

60	 13 December 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
61	 7 January 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Maj. Eaton briefly returned to the battalion 

just before Vimy, but in October had been granted a three-month leave to Canada 
where he was retained for service. Medical boards show he suffered from prolonged 
exposure to cold and wet conditions as well as deafness attributable to shell fire. Maj. 
Robert Berry Eaton, personnel folder, RG 150 Acc. 1992–93/166, LAC and Robert Eaton 
to Lionel Page, 31 August 1917 and Lionel Page to Charles Hilliam, 1 September 1917, 
box 4215, folder 3-16, RG 9 III C 3, LAC.

62	 Lt.-Col. Charles Benson Worsnop, personnel folder, RG 150 Acc. 1992–93/166, LAC 
and diary 18 April 1917, David Watson Papers, MG 30 E 64, LAC. During the last two 
years of the war, many experienced officers who for medical or other reasons couldn’t 
cope with the strains of command were profitably employed in England in a training 
capacity. Stewart, Embattled General, chapters 5 and 6 and Desmond Morton, Peculiar 
Kind of Politics, chapters 6 and 8.
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63	 10 January 1916, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. The heavier a unit’s casualties, the more 
freely gallantry awards tended to be handed out.

64	 Various entries January 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
65	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 236–37 and 241–45.
66	 On the emergence of new tactical doctrine in the Canadian Corps, see Rawling, 

Surviving Trench Warfare, chapters 4 and 5 and Brown, “Not Glamorous, But Effective,” 
421–44. In the British Army, see Griffith, Battle Tactics on the Western Front, chapters 
4 and 6–8. The French Army had absorbed the same basic lessons independently, and 
earlier. Robert Doughty, Pyrrhic Victory, chapters 4 and 5. And on the merits of Byng, 
see Brennan, “Julian Byng and Leadership in the Canadian Corps,” 87–104.

67	 Diary 12 May 1916, David Watson Papers, MG 30 E 69, LAC.
68	 Brennan, “Major-General David Watson,” 111–43 and Geoffrey Jackson, Empire on 

the Western Front, 80–81. Diary 8 and 10 May 1916, David Watson Papers, MG 30 E 
69, LAC and Brig.-Gens. William St. Pierre Hughes and Edward Hilliam, personnel 
folders, RG 150 Acc. 1992–93/166, LAC.

69	 Cook, Shock Troops, 55–72.
70	 3 February 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. 4 February 1917, Report by Capt. R. W. Read 

(G. 14-1), 10th Brigade WD, LAC.
71	 On Canadian raiding, see Miedema, Bayonets and Blobsticks. The Mills bomb was a 

hand grenade, while Stokes bombs (shells for the Stokes mortar) were typically tossed 
into the entrances of German bunkers to kill or maim the occupants. Phosphorous 
grenades were also highly effective in clearing bunkers. In the dark, restricted confines 
of trenches, clubs, knives and hand-held bayonets facilitated speedy and (relatively) 
quiet executions.

72	 Riddle and Mitchell, The Military Cross Awarded to Members of the Canadian 
Expeditionary Force 1915–1921, 241.

73	 14 February 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
74	 8 February 1917, Proposed Minor Operation G. 12–3, app. B2, 10th Brigade WD 

(February 1917), LAC. 9 February 1917, operation order S. 299 (Lt.-Col C.A. Sykes); 10 
February 1917, G. 12–4; 10 February 1917, Order No. 100 (Lt.-Col. R. D. Davies); and 
13 February 1917, Full Report on Raid Carried Out By 10th Infantry Brigade Night of 
12th–13th February 1917 (Lt.-Col. R. D. Davies), app. B2, 10th Brigade WD (February 
1917), LAC. The tapes marked out the confines of the attack as well as the position of 
trenches, bunkers and other objectives on a 1:1 scale.

75	 13 February 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
76	 In fact German losses were 44 killed, 110 wounded, and 52 missing. Sheldon, German 

Army on Vimy Ridge, 234.
77	 It is difficult to determine precise losses as there were seldom follow-up reports listing 

those subsequently dying of their wounds.
78	 Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 233. A German infantry regiment was 

comparable to an Anglo-Canadian brigade.
79	 Four of the Canadians taken prisoner were wounded who had been left behind.
80	 Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 235.
81	 The assessment was made on 27 February 1917. Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 

238.
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82	 Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 237.
83	 Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 237–38.
84	 10 March 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Tim Cook, “‘A Proper Slaughter’,” 7–23. The 

50th Battalion were only observers of the carnage that day, but the men never forgot the 
sight of grinning German soldiers waving empty sandbags and daring them in broken 
English to come over and join their countrymen. R. Stephen and J. A. MacDonald, box 
15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 BIII1, LAC.

85	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 59 and 91 and Andrew Munro to father, 4 May 1917, Andrew 
Mason Munro Papers, IWM. S. Dyde, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 BIII1, 
LAC. Box B50-022 50th Battalion, folder Meeres, Edward, KOCRA. On the evolution 
of battalion command in the Canadian Corps, see Brennan, “Good Men for a Hard 
Job,” Canadian Army Journal, 9–28. One of the unusual ways Page centred himself 
amidst the hell of the trenches was by writing beautifully illustrated letters to his young 
daughter and nieces.

86	 18 March 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Costigan and Casewell had both served in 
the 103rd Regiment, while Svendsen had served in the British Army. Eveleigh had no 
military background before enlisting in the 50th. All but Costigan, the only one who 
was Canadian-born, had been lieutenants when the battalion left Canada.

87	 Rawling, Surviving Trench Warfare, chapter 4 and Jackson, Empire on the Western 
Front, 87–90. During February and March the 50th Battalion’s War Diary rarely 
mentions training activities along the lines outlined in the BEF’s newly-introduced 
instructional documents SS143, Instructions for the Training of Platoons for Offensive 
Action, and SS144, The Normal Formation for the Attack. Given corps, division and 
brigade headquarters insisted they did so, and carried out unannounced inspections 
to confirm this, such training likely struck the diarist as too normal to be worth 
mentioning.

88	 Training Schedule, 31 March 1917, box 4217, folder 8-1, 50th Battalion, RG 9 III C 3, 
LAC. Little more than a week before the Vimy Ridge attack, Page was shocked to learn 
from his officers that 191 of his men had never thrown a Mills bomb!

89	 1–5 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
90	 Diary 26 December 1916 and 4 and 5 January and 20 March 1917, David Watson Papers, 

MG 30 E 69, LAC. Watson, having obtained Gen. Byng’s full support, had addressed 
the problems vigorously, appointing two new battalion commanders, including Page, 
and immediately after the battle, replacing a third. The 10th’s new brigadier was also his 
doing.

91	 NCOs from the 50th who had participated in February’s raiding earned one DCM and 
eight MMs.

92	 The remainder had been designated Left Out of Battle.
93	 8 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
94	 Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 251–52. Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 

254–55 and 259–60.
95	 Much of the artillery, particularly the medium and heavy batteries, was British.
96	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 258–59. Such counterattacks would be 

blunted mostly by artillery and machine gun barrages.
97	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 260–61.
98	 A. Russell and W. Gadsden, box 15, tape 2, 50th Battalion, RG41 B III 1, LAC.
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99	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 97. Cook, Shock Troops, 136–37.
100	 10 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Eventually, the majority of the missing would 

be officially listed as killed in action, and of course many of the severely wounded would 
die as well. When at full strength, as it was on the 10 April, there were sixteen platoons 
in the battalion, four per company. Officer casualties had surpassed 50 percent, which 
was by no means unusual for the Western front.

101	 9 and 10 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary 
Force, 261.

102	 Bagley and Duncan, Legacy of Courage, 30 and 32 and Box B50-010 50th Battalion, 
Gallantry Nominations (Vimy), KOCRA. Henry Pattison remembered the 137th being 
lined up on parade in February to draw a fifty-man reinforcement draft for the 50th 
Battalion and hearing his father’s name called out. Given his age, John Pattison should 
have been sent to the Forestry Corps, but in less than an hour the men were off to 
France. H. J. Pattison, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 B III 1, LAC.

103	 Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 315–17.
104	 12 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Sheldon, German Army on Vimy Ridge, 317 and 

Jackson, Empire on the Western Front, 95–96.
105	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 101. Cook, Shock Troops, 137–39 and Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 

100. On Canadians killing prisoners while trying to surrender, see Cook, “The Politics 
of Surrender,” 637–66.

106	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 112.
107	 Diary 17 March 1917, David Watson Papers, MG 30 E69, LAC. Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 

101.
108	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 103. 12–13 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
109	 G. Jones and W. Sinclair, box 15, tape 2, 50th Battalion, RG 41 B III 1, v 15, 50th 

Battalion, LAC.
110	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 107.
111	 15–22 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
112	 Andrew Munro to father, undated (December 1916), Andrew Mason Munro Papers, 

IWM.
113	 8 May 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
114	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 266–67.
115	 Sometimes referred to as the First, Second and Third Battles of the Scarpe after the river 

winding through the battlefield.
116	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 266–79 and Sheffield, Forgotten Victory, 

190–99. Together, the Scarpe operations were among the costliest battles fought by 
British Empire forces during the entire war, with the BEF (including the Canadians) 
suffering close to 170,000 casualties in a little over five weeks. On the French Army’s 
operations, see Doughty, Pyrrhic Victory, chapter 7 and Greenhalgh, French Army, 
chapter 5.

117	 Patrick Brennan, “Julian Byng,” 87–104.
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NOTES TO CH A PTER 2

1	 25 and 26 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
2	 From 1 through 11 May the 50th Battalion spent nearly equal amounts of time in 

support (which was well within the range of German artillery) and the front line. 
Although it did not participate in any significant operations, it still suffered 194 
casualties from enemy fire, including twenty-nine killed. 1–11 May 1917, 50th Battalion 
WD, LAC.

3	 28 April 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC.
4	 Robert Forrest to Victor Wheeler, 20 April 1964, box 10, folder 132, Victor Wheeler 

Papers, M-5614, GA. Robert Forrest to Victor Wheeler, 26 January 1964, box 1, folder 
12, Victor Wheeler Papers, M-5614, GA.

5	 All manner of explanations have been offered for this, at the time and since. The 
simple truth is that these men had hunted for years to support themselves and their 
families. During the pre-war years, the Bureau of Indian Affairs had provided rifles and 
ammunition for this purpose but permitted nothing larger than .22 calibre. To kill a 
moose with a punch-less weapon meant getting very close and then making a “heart-
shot” with the first round so that the animal would die quickly and not be lost in the 
bush. The author thanks Darren Keewatin for this insight. Like most snipers, Norwest 
worked with a spotter. For most of the war, it was Pvt. Oliver Payne.

6	 Dempsey, “Henry Norwest,” 786–87; Calgary Herald, 11 November 1989, C9 (Norwest 
article), box B50-022 50th Battalion, folder Meeres, Edward, KOCRA; box B50-010 
50th Battalion, folder 50th Battalion gallantry nominations (Vimy), KOCRA; and 
Persil Blain to Victor Wheeler, 13 March 1964, box 2, folder 13, Victor Wheeler Papers, 
M-5614, GA. Norwest’s wife died later in 1918, but neither she nor her children would 
have been eligible for a pension without giving up their Native status. Nor would 
Norwest, had he lived, have qualified for a grant of farmland under the Veterans Land 
Act. As a soldier of First Nations ancestry, a bit of land in the Warvillers Churchyard 
Extension Commonwealth War Graves Commission cemetery sufficed for the 
government (and people) of Canada. Calgary Herald, 11 November 1989, C9 (Norwest 
article), box B50-022 50th Battalion, folder Meeres, Edward, KOCRA.

7	 Nicholson, Canadian Expeditionary Force, 279–80.
8	 30 April and 1 May 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC and box B50-024 50th Battalion, 

folder Pattison, John G., KOCRA.
9	 Officers were also ordered to ensure canteens were filled to the brim but only with 

water. 31 May 1917, operational order no. 27 (Lt.-Col. Page), app. 1, 50th Battalion WD, 
LAC.

10	 1 and 2 June 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. 31 May 1917, operational order no. 27 (Lt.-
Col. Page), app. 1, 50th Battalion WD (June 1917), LAC.

11	 Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 114.
12	 C. McDonald, box 15, tape 1, 50th Battalion, RG 41 B III 1, LAC.
13	 3 June 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC and Wheeler, 50th Battalion, 117–19.
14	 Maj. Dawson had been badly wounded, dying the following day. 3 Jun 1917, 50th 

Battalion WD, LAC.
15	 Nicholson claimed the retreat occurred before the German counterattack, but the 50th 

Battalion war diary maintained it occurred during it, while the 10th Brigade account 
broadly reinforces the latter claim. Capt. E. H. Hill, intelligence report, 4 June 1917, app. 
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10, 10th Brigade WD (May 1917), LAC. 3 June 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC and Box 
B50-024 50th Battalion, folder Pattison, John, KOCRA.

16	 3 June 1917, 50th Battalion WD, LAC. Prisoners, while valuable intelligence sources, 
were a drain on an attack since on a battlefield littered with weapons, they had to be 
escorted to rear under guard. Page’s orders called for lightly wounded men to perform 
these duties whenever possible. It was common practice for prisoners to assist stretcher 
bearers in clearing the Canadian wounded, something most were eager to do since it 
endeared them to their captors, who would be less inclined to shoot them. 31 May 1917, 
operation order no. 27 (Lt.-Col. Page), app. 1, 50th Battalion WD (June 1917), LAC.
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Onward tells us much about Canadian soldiers who have struggled through 
grim battlefields and unimaginable strain to deliver hard-fought victories.

—Tim Cook, author of Vimy: The Battle and the Legend

A brilliant regimental history and an overdue tribute to Calgary’s citizen-
soldiers in both world wars.

—Serge Marc Durflinger, University of Ottawa

A superb work that sets a new standard for a regimental history.
—Geoffrey Hayes, University of Waterloo

Brennan has produced a wonderful chronicle of the Calgary Regiment  
from Alberta to the battlefields and back. Written with real empathy and  
a profound understanding of the sources, Onward is an intimate account  
of one unit at war—from the bottom up.

—Jonathan F. Vance, University of Western Ontario 

This is the story of the King’s Own Calgary Regiment. Beginning in the last 
years of collective innocence before the Great War, it follows the regiment 
to Vimy Ridge, through the short years of peace to Dieppe and the Italian 
Campaign, through the establishment and maintenance of militia and 
reserve forces, and into the Cold War. 

Onward is a soldier’s story: mundane, heroic and tragic. This book explores 
not only the actions of the regiment but also the efforts of civilians to become 
warriors, to maintain their ties to home during the rigours of war, and the 
often-rocky return to civilian life. It explores peacetime, when the regiment 
struggled to maintain active reserves with aging equipment and minimal 
support. It places the King’s Own Calgary Regiment within the context 
of Canada’s army, tracing its relationships with brigade mates, supporting 
artillery and engineers to provide a complete and fascinating history. 
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