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For the range of events connected with the bicentenary celebrations, see Niagara Advance (Niagara-on-
the-Lake, ON), 10 Oct. 2012, pp. 2-4, and 17 Oct. 2012, pp. 1, 24.

The collateral descendant was Stephen Sheaffe of Annerley, a suburb in Brisbane, Australia.

As far as Buckner was concerned, “these fine studies have certainly made another biography [of Brock]
unnecessary.” See Phillip Buckner, review of A Matter of Honour: The Life, Campaigns and Generalship

of Isaac Brock, by Jonathon Riley, and The Astonishing General: The Life and Legacy of Sir Isaac Brock, by
Wesley B. Turner, in British Journal of Canadian Studies 25, no. 2 (2012): 288.

Wesley B. Turner, The Astonishing General: The Life and Legacy of Sir Isaac Brock (Dundurn Press, 2011), 9.
Buckner, review of A Matter of Honour and The Astonishing General, 288.

Buckner, 288.

The Royal Military College was not established until 1801.

Sir James H. Craig was the governor-in-chief and military commander of British North America between
1807 and 1811.

As the effect of Brock’s bold capture of Detroit was later concisely summed up, it “inspired the timid, fixed
the wavering, and awed the disaffected.” See “Campaigns in the Canadas,” Quarterly Review 27, no. 54
(July 1822): 410.

This single-author collection was published after a festschrift had already been complied in Lower’s
honour. For the festschrift, see W[elf] H. Heick and Roger Graham, eds., His Own Man: Essays in Honour
of Arthur Reginald Marsden Lower (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1974).

Welf H. Heick, ed., History and Myth: Arthur Lower and the Making of Canadian Nationalism (University
of British Columbia Press, 1975), 3.

Heick, 3.
Heick, 2.
Heick, 2.

Lower, lacking the benefit of modern scholarship, appears to have been somewhat conflicted about the
nuanced aspects of the War of 1812. Canadian militiamen, he wrote, “were defending their hearths and
homes. As a result they took their place on honourable terms alongside the British regulars and the regular
‘provincial corps’ formed in the colonies, though it was the latter two categories of soldiers who did the
serious fighting. The war could not have been conducted without the professional experience which the
British forces contributed.” See Arthur R. M. Lower, Canadians in the Making: A Social History of Canada
(Longmans Canada, 1958), 180.

Adam Podgorecki, Jon Alexander, and Rob Shields, eds., Social Engineering (Carleton University Press,
1996), 2-4.

And yet, one professional historian, a specialist in Ontario’s colonial past, came close to making a
connection when he found obvious traces of an orchestrated attempt to promote anti-American sentiment
after the War of 1812. As Gerald M. Craig concluded, “Suspicion of American republicanism increased
generally throughout the province, but it was at its highest among those in or close to the government,
who were more than ever determined that all policy must be aimed at maintaining that line of separation
[between Upper Canada and the United States].” While Craig perceived the role of government policies
intended to curb American immigration and influence, he failed to grasp the broader implication of
social engineering. See Gerald M. Craig, Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-1841 (McClelland and
Stewart, 1963), 85.
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Charles James, A New and Enlarged Military Dictionary (London, 1802), n.p.
Carl von Clausewitz, On War, trans. J[ames] J[ohn] Graham, 3 vols. in 1 (London, 1873), 1:24-36.

Tolstoy’s reasons for being dismissive of military genius were paraphrased by his English biographer,
who wrote, “owing to the incalculable different possibilities dependent upon even one of the incalculable
unforeseen events that can occur at any moment, there can be no such thing as an exact science of war,
and therefore there can be no such thing as military genius.” As was further explained, military genius
“is simply an epithet applied to any general so long as the historical tide is flowing, quite independently,
in the direction which happens to suit his plans.” See Derrick Leon, Tolstoy: His Life and Work (George
Routledge and Sons, 1944), 148.

Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History (London, 1841), 316.

In Brock’s time, there was an abundance of idealized male heroes—many of whom met their fate in battle
and were then commemorated with monuments in St. Paul’s Cathedral (including Brock himself).

For a broader definition of nationalism, see Ernst B. Haas, Nationalism, Liberalism, and Progress, 2
vols. (Cornell University Press, 1997), 1:23-4. As another expert on the subject acknowledged, “Nation,
nationality, nationalism—all have proved notoriously difficult to define.” See Benedict Anderson,
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (Verso, 1983), 12.

As Canadian historian Christian P. Champion observed during the bicentenary, like “other wars in
history, 1812 contributed to the development of a cohesive society and a national spirit.” See C[hristian] P.
Champion, “1812 and the Fathers of Confederation,” Dorchester Review 3, no. 1 (Spring-Summer 2013):

5. An earlier adherent to this same interpretation was Allan Smith, a University of British Columbia
history professor who dedicated his academic career to the study of Canadian nationalism. In 1974, he
wrote about the rise of this phenomenon in what would become Ontario. It was “as early as the 1820s,”
Smith argued, that “Upper Canadians had begun to think of their province and the larger British North
American society of which it was a part, as potentially a great nation within the empire.” While he should
have extended his time period back to Brock’s victory at Detroit in 1812, given its far-reaching patriotic
effect, Smith’s interpretation was otherwise valid—as was his determination that Upper Canadians viewed
their colony not simply as an extension of British society, but rather “a community with a character and
experience of its own.” See Allan Smith, “Old Ontario and the Emergence of a National Frame of Mind,”
in Aspects of Nineteenth-Century Ontario: Essays Presented to James J. Talman, ed. F. H. Armstrong, H. A.
Stevenson, and J. D. Wilson (University of Toronto Press, 1974), 194.
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Macdonell was a militia officer and one of Brock’s provincial aides-de-camp.

This was the observation of Lieutenant George Ridout of the York Militia, who acted as one of Macdonell’s
pall bearers. Ridout described his experience in a letter to his brother, Captain Samuel Smith Ridout—also
of the York Militia. See Archives of Ontario (AO), Thomas Ridout Family Papers (F 43), George Ridout to
Samuel Ridout, 21 Oct. 1812.

Plhilip] Stansbury, A Pedestrian Tour of Two Thousand Three Hundred Miles in North America (New

York, 1822), 131. Men could also become quite emotional over Brock’s death, and as the Scottish author
John Howison observed, “The Canadian farmers are not overburthened with sensibility, yet I have seen
several of them shed tears, when an eulogium was pronounced upon the immortal and generous-minded
deliverer of their country.” See John Howison, Sketches of Upper Canada (Edinburgh, 1821), 76.

Both men were from the London District. Westbrook’s homestead was located in Delaware Township,
while Watson had a settlement scheme in Westminster Township.

Such was the view expressed by Alexander Hamilton to his aunt in Edinburgh, Scotland. See Library
and Archives Canada (LAC), British Military and Naval Records, C Series (RG 8), vol. 679, Hamilton to
Henderson, 4 July 1813, 176¢.

York (UC) Gazette, 20 Aug. 1812, supplement, and 29 Aug. 1812, p. 4, c. L.
York Gazette, 29 Aug. 1812, p. 4,c. 1.

Ferdinand Brock Tupper, ed., The Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., 2nd ed.
(London, 1847), 249.

Tupper, 249.
AO, Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers (F 1081), Campbell to Tupper, 29 Oct. 1845.

LAC, William Dummer Powell and Family Collection (MG 23, H14), Historical and Autobiographical
Notes of W. D. Powell, 1061.

National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Papers of the Department of State (RG 59), War
of 1812 Papers, Miscellaneous Intercepted Correspondence, Evans to Procter, 22 Oct. 1812.

For Raye, see ibid., Raye to Procter, 27 Oct. 1812. For Nicolls, see Royal Engineers Museum, Library and
Archive, Miscellaneous Collection of Documents, Sketch of [the] Life of Genl Gustavus Nicolls, [26].

LAG, Sir George Prevost Papers (MG 24, A9), Diary of Anne E. Prevost, 22 Oct. 1812.
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Kingston (UC) Gazette, 7 Nov. 1812, p. 4, c. 1.

Kingston Gazette, 7 Nov. 1812, p. 4, c. 1. Brock was then the president administering the civil government
of Upper Canada in the absence of Francis Gore, the lieutenant-governor. Brock was also in command

of the British military forces in the colony. Macdonell, in addition to his militia appointment, was also
attorney general.

As one historian commented, the ruling class of Upper Canada—the Family Compact—“regarded the

fall of York with a mixture of shame and rage. The cause of their anger was Sheaffe’s decision to order the
surrender of the town after first withdrawing the regulars. This it was believed was the cause of the capture
of the town. If Sheaffe had remained the militia would, with the aid of the regulars, have beaten off the
attack, and might even have done so without them, if Sheaffe had not ordered the surrender of the town.
They were outraged at what they considered his supine cowardice.” See M[ax] L. Magill, “William Allan:
A Pioneer Business Executive,” in Aspects of Nineteenth-Century Ontario: Essays Presented to ]. ]. Talman,
ed. F. H. Armstrong, H. A. Stevenson, and J. D. Wilson (University of Toronto Press, 1974), 105-6.

The most extreme example of this antipathy would surface years later in the person of Benjamin Lett,
whose hatred of everything British was so fanatical that it compelled him to attack Brock’s first monument
with a charge of gunpowder in 1840. For Lett’s tantamount confession to this crime, see Allen County
Democrat (Lima, OH), 5 Jan. 1859, p. 1, c. 6. Daily National Intelligencer (Washington, DC), 27 Sept. 1841,
p- 3, c. 5. Tam grateful to Canadian historian Chris Raible for alerting me to the item in the Allen County
Democrat.

Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, Brock to Brock, 20-5 Aug. 1817, 398.
Tupper, 398.

Tupper, 398.

Tupper, 398.

Tupper, 400.

Carl Benn, “The Upper Canadian Press, 1793-1815,” Ontario History 70, no. 2 (1978): 91-114.

York Gazette, 20 Aug. 1812, supplement.

Although the relevant issue of the Bee does not appear to have survived, the article about the surrender of
Detroit was preserved through its having been reprinted in the Albany Gazette—demonstrating the extent
to which early nineteenth-century newspapers shared material. Thanks to such duplications, valuable
historical information is less likely to be lost. See Albany (NY) Gazette, 31 Aug. 1812, p. 3, c. 3.

Quebec Gazette, 29 Oct. 1812, supplement, p. 5. c. 1. The letter in question was written by George Ridout to
his father, Thomas Ridout, at York. Lengthy and descriptive, it became a staple for future historians of the
War of 1812.

York Gazette, 17 Oct. 1812, p. 2, cc. 1-2. Musical adaptations likely served a similar purpose. But if songs
were sung in praise of Brock, it appears that they have been lost to time. All that remains is “The Bold
Canadian,” a ballad about the Upper Canadian Militia’s role in helping to bring about the surrender of
Detroit—and one in which Brock is hailed as their “bold commander.” See Donald R. Hickey, Don’t Give
Up the Ship: Myths of the War of 1812 (University of Illinois Press, 2006), 351-4.

Jeffrey L. McNairn, The Capacity to Judge: Public Opinion and Deliberation, 1791-1854 (University of
Toronto Press, 2000), 131-2.

AO, Mackenzie-Lindsey Family Papers (F 37), Thomas to Mackenzie, 8 Mar. 1825.

As the Canadian historian James J. Talman recognized, “Such power as the press exerted was enhanced by
the innumerable taverns in the province, where the contents of one newspaper, probably much distorted
by repetition and discussion, could influence several score of non-readers.” See James J. Talman, “The
Newspapers of Upper Canada a Century Ago,” Canadian Historical Review 19, no. 1 (Mar. 1938): 15.

Taverns were particularly well adapted to the dissemination of news and other information. According
to the Canadian intellectual historian Jeffrey L. McNairn, “Except for places of worship, taverns were
often the only spaces outside the home where large numbers of Upper Canadians regularly congregated
and conversed. As such, they served as information clearing houses, places to learn or have confirmed the
latest news and gossip.” See McNairn, Capacity to Judge, 149.

Tavern keepers were just as likely to initiate a round of storytelling. As one British traveller (tentatively
identified as William Henry Muloch Holmes) related after a visit to Chatham, Canada West, in 1841,

“The host asked us into his parlour, and while his wife prepared dinner he served up a dish of personal
adventures and hair-breadth ’scapes, not unfrequently met with in the backwoods.” See Morleigh [pseud.],
Life in the West: Back-Wood Leaves and Prairie Flowers (London, 1842), 211.

Lorne Pierce, William Kirby: The Portrait of a Tory Loyalist (Macmillan Company of Canada, 1929),

50. For additional sources on hearthside reminiscing, see William Canniff, History of the Settlement of
Upper Canada (Toronto, 1869), 626; [Michael Gonder Scherck], Pen Pictures of Early Pioneer Life in Upper
Canada (William Briggs, 1905), 45-6.

E[dward] T. Coke, A Subaltern’s Furlough: Descriptive of Scenes in Various Parts of the United States, Upper
and Lower Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia (London, 1833), 361-2. Corporal Trim is a character
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from Laurence Sterne’s novel The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman, which was published
in nine volumes between 1759 and 1767.

According to John Richardson, it was an aide-de-camp (Lieutenant Colonel John Macdonell) who forgot
his sword. See New Era (Brockville, CW), 15 Apr. 1842, p. 5, c. 1.

Peregrine Otway-Page, “Sketch of the Family of Otway-Page,” United Empire Loyalists” Association of
Ontario Annual Transactions (1898): 25. According to Canadian historian Norman Knowles, the story
about Brock’s sword “is characteristic of the sentimentality and unsubstantiated hearsay frequently found
in the genealogical writing of the period.” See Norman Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists: The Ontario
Loyalist Tradition and the Creation of Useable Pasts (University of Toronto Press, 1997), 107.

William Hamilton Merritt, Memoirs of Major Thomas Merritt, U.E.L. (Conservator Print, [1909]), 16.
These memoirs were published in conjunction with a speech Merritt delivered before the United Empire
Loyalists’ Association on 11 November 1909. Merritt’s grandfather was William Hamilton Merritt, the
avid promoter of the Welland Canal. A descendant of Susan Merritt wrote an entire juvenile novel around
this likely fictitious incident involving Brock’s sword. See Kit Pearson, Whispers of War: The War of 1812
Diary of Susanna Merritt (Scholastic Canada, 2002).

In the case of the Otway-Page tradition involving Brock, Norman Knowles considered it and similar
stories as “self-serving filiopietism.” See Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists, 106.

One of the few reliable stories relating to Brock involves Garrett Oakes’s service in the expedition to
Amberstburg/Detroit, during which he acted as a pilot through the Long Point portage. See Canadian
Home Journal (St. Thomas, ON), 27 Mar. 1874, p. 4, c. 3.

The person behind this misconception was Robert Wallace McLachlan, a Canadian numismatic authority
who lived between 1845 and 1926. See R[obert] W. McLachlan, “The Copper Tokens of Upper Canada,”
American Journal of Numismatics 49 (1915): 73.

Kingston Gazette, 24 June 1817, p. 3, c. 2. See also Christopher Faulkner, Coins Are Like Songs: The Upper
Canada Coppers, 1815-1841 (Spink and Son, 2016), 150. The several varieties of these tokens were also
known as “Brock Coppers.”

NARA, Papers of the Department of State (RG 59), War of 1812 Papers, Miscellaneous Intercepted
Correspondence, Glegg to Procter, 30 Jan. 1813. The other officer was Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Bruyeres
of the Royal Engineers.

For additional information regarding the sites associated with Brock’s death, see Guy St-Denis, “Not
Oblique Enough: The Fall of Sir Isaac Brock,” Canadian Army Journal 18, no. 2 (2020): 115-39; Guy St-
Denis, “The House Where General Brock Died?,” Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research 86,
no. 346 (Summer 2008): 109-19.

James Strachan, A Visit to the Province of Upper Canada, in 1819 (Aberdeen, UK, 1820), 100. Brock, of
course, was buried alongside Macdonell, his provincial aide-de-camp who was also killed in the Battle

of Queenston Heights. Catharine Maria Sedgwick, a budding American novelist, described the burial

site in July of 1821: “Fort George. It hardly deserves the name of a fort being merely an embankment
surrounded by a palisade. Brock is buried under the flagstaff, without the slightest memorial to remind his
countrymen he perished in their cause. I picked a clover stalk from the mound, from a feeling of reverence
we always feel for the deposit of the honored dead.” See Massachusetts Historical Society (MHS),
Catharine Maria Sedgwick Papers, series 1, box 11, “Journal of a Trip to New York and Canada, 1821,”

[4 July 1821, 47]. However, her fellow countryman, Samuel De Veaux, countered the claim Brock’s grave
lacked a memorial, advising the readers of his tourist guides that an American cannon captured at Detroit
was placed nearby. See [Samuel] De Veaux, The Falls of Niagara, or Tourist’s Guide to the Wonder of Nature
(Buffalo, NY, 1839), 149.

Nichol was a pioneer merchant, entrepreneur, and politician who was appointed quartermaster of militia
by Brock at the outset of the War of 1812. He was also one of Brock’s greatest admirers.

Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada,” Ninth Report of the
Bureau of Archives for the Province of Ontario 3 (1912): 159. A monument to Brock had been contemplated
for some time, but most people—including Brock’s former military aide-de-camp, Major John B. Glegg—
assumed it was something that would have to wait upon the return of peace. As Glegg predicted at the

end of December 1813, “Were a peace to take place tomorrow I am perfectly confident the gratitude and
admiration of these provinces would be immediately recorded by a monument to his memory.” See AO,
Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers (F 1081), Glegg to Brock, 30 Dec. 1813.

Priaulx Library (PL), Tupper Collection, Nichol to William Brock, 13 May 1814.

Upper Canada, Statutes, An Act to provide for the erection of a Monument to the Memory of the late
President Major General Sir Isaac Brock, 55 Geo. I1I, c. 15, passed 14 Mar. 1815.

LAG, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, Al), vol. 46, Nichol to Hillier, 5
Jan. 1820, 22499. As the person responsible for the money granted to construct Brock’s Monument, Nichol
considered himself a “public accountant.” Major George Hillier was Maitland’s civil secretary.

Ibid.
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Ibid., 22500. The other two commissioners were Thomas Clark of Stamford Township (at Niagara Falls)
and Thomas Dickson of Queenston, both of whom were prominent members of the Upper Canadian
merchant class.

Ibid., 22499.

Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1821-1822,” Eleventh
Report of the Bureau of Archives for the Province of Ontario 4 (1914): 92.

Nichol submitted this report to Maitland in mid-December of 1821. He also requested an audience
with the lieutenant-governor in order to explain the report in greater detail. See LAC, Civil Secretary’s
Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, Al), vol. 54, Nichol to Hillier, 14 Dec. 1821, 27514-16.

Ibid., vol. 71, Nichol to Brock, 17 Mar. [1815], 37700. This copy of Nichol’s letter to Brock is dated 1825,
which is incorrect.

William Brock found the estimates he received so extravagant that he delayed forwarding them to

Nichol in order that his brother Savery Brock, who was planning a tour of Upper Canada, could explain
them “viva voce.” See ibid., William Brock to Nichol, 8 May 1817, 37703-4. It would be unfair to suggest
that William Brock was negligent in co-operating with his Upper Canadian correspondents, as there is
evidence that he had been actively attempting to do so. In mid-January 1815, he received a letter from John
Bacon Jr., an eminent English sculptor, advising that Brock’s Monument should take the form of a statue
in the well-lighted interior of a church. See PL, Tupper Collection, Bacon to [William] Brock, 16 Jan. 1815.

LAG, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, Nichol to Brock, 17
Mar. [1815], 37700.

Ibid., 37701.

As Nichol explained to William Brock, it was “contemplated to erect a monument which shall be worthy—
[of] both his [Brock’s] own character [and] that of the province which he saved.” Obviously, Nichol’s idea
of a monument was not limited to commemorating Brock. See PL, Tupper Collection, Nichol to William
Brock, 13 May 1814.

The contract for this public commission was given to Richard Westmacott, RA, on 3 August 1814. See
Great Britain, Parliament (Commons), “Erections of Monuments, Sessional Papers; Accounts and Papers
26, no. 559 (1842): 505.

LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, Al), vol. 71, “Estimates for a
Statue in honor of the late Major General Sir Isaac Brock K.B. from a Model [and] Drawing by Richd
Westmacott R.A.,” 25 Sept. 1816, 37706-7. In the same source, see also Westmacott to Brock, Sept. 1816,
37709-11.

Ibid., Brock to Nichol, 8 May 1817, 37704.

Ibid., Clark, Dickson, Nichol to Maitland, 1 Dec. 1821, 37716-17.

Ibid., 37718.

Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1821-1822,” Eleventh
Report of the Bureau of Archives 4 (1914): 144.

The quote is from one of the printed subscription lists, for amounts collected by William Allan of York.
See LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, “Subscription
under Sanction of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,” 2 May 1825, 37713.

Kingston (UC) Chronicle, 22 Feb. 1822, p. 3, c. 2.

LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 65, Nichol to Hillier, 23
Feb. 1824, 34519.

Ibid., Governor General’s Office, Letter Books, Upper Canada, Civil Secretary’s Letter Books, 1799-1840
(RG 7, G16C), vol. 13, Hillier to Clark, 14 Jan. 1824, 125.

Ibid., Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 65, Clark and Nichol to
Hillier, 13 Jan. 1824, 34147.

Ibid., Governor General’s Office, Letter Books, Upper Canada, Civil Secretary’s Letter Books, 1799-1840
(RG 7, G16C), vol. 13, Hillier to Clark, 13 Jan. 1824, 124; ibid., Hillier to Clark, 14 Jan. 1824, 125.

Ibid., Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, Brock to Nichol, 8
May 1817, 37704.

Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1821-1822,” Eleventh
Report of the Bureau of Archives 4 (1914): 651, 665. Proposals for a church, favoured in some circles from
an early date, continued to be raised occasionally until construction began on Brock’s second monument
in 1853. In the summer of the preceding year, for example, there was the following interesting justification
for a church: “This would be indeed a monument to the memory of the brave Sir Isaac Brock, a monument
founded on a rock—the Rock of Ages.” See Church (Toronto), 8 July 1852, p. 381, c. 2. In 1879, the small
Anglican parish at Queenston accomplished much the same goal by consecrating an impressive new
church in Brock’s honour. See Dominion Churchman (Toronto), 27 Nov. 1879, p. 568, c. 3-p. 569, cc.

1-2. Given the community’s other Brock associations, it was not especially surprising that the English

Notes to Chapter 1 353



75
76

77

78

79
80

81
82

83

84

85

86

87
88
89

90

91
92

354

medieval-style edifice was named St. Saviour—undoubtedly an allusion to Upper Canada’s salvation in
1812 (and the congregation’s name for an earlier, short-lived pioneer church). Singular, however, was the
subordinate title: “the Brock Memorial Church.” While Anglican churches were not normally named
for laymen, Brock was an exception. In 1881, this appreciation for Upper Canada’s saviour found further
expression in a magnificent stained glass memorial window. Designed to depict Joshua before Jericho, it
offers an allegorical representation of Brock during the critical opening stages of the War of 1812. And
in emphasizing his tireless efforts to solidify Upper Canadian defence, the following biblical quote from
Joshua 5:13 asks, “Art thou for us or for our adversaries?”

LAGC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 65, Nichol to Hillier, 23
Feb. 1824, 34519.

Upper Canada, Statutes, An Act to provide for the erection of a Monument to the Memory of the late
President Major General Sir Isaac Brock, 55 Geo. I1I, c. 15, passed 14 Mar. 1815.

LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 108, Clark to McMahon,
30 July 1831, 61565. For additional information on Dickson’s lot, see St-Denis, “Not Oblique Enough,”
115-39.

LAGC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 108, Clark to McMahon,
30 July 1831, 61565.

Ibid., vol. 65, Nichol to Hillier, 23 Feb. 1824, 34520.

Gleaner (Niagara, UC), 28 Feb. 1824, p. 3, c. 2. An earlier call for tenders was advertised for a similar but
shorter monument. Although this notice went into print at the end of October 1823, it was not followed
through, presumably because of a change in plans. See, for example, Kingston Chronicle, 14 Nov. 1823, p. 3,
c. 5,and 21 Nov. 1823, p. 4, c. 2; Upper Canada Gazette (York), 27 Nov. 1823, p. 398, c. 2.

Despite the Masonic ceremony, there is no evidence to suggest that Brock himself was a Mason.

Colonial Advocate (Queenston, UC), 3 June 1824, p. 3, c. 5. In the next issue of his paper, Mackenzie
mentioned a further item placed in the bottle. It was a scroll descriptive of the event. See issue of 10 June
1824,p. 1,c. 2.

William L. Mackenzie, Sketches of Canada and the United States (London, 1833), 317. See also Colonial
Advocate, 18 May 1824, p. 2, ¢c. 2.

Colonial Advocate, 8 July 1824, p. 3, c. 2. For additional information on this incident, see Chris Raible,
“Sacred to the Memory: William Lyon Mackenzie and the Brock Monument,” York Pioneer 103 (2008):
22-34.

AO, Mackenzie-Lindsey Family Papers (F 37), [Clark] to Mackenzie, 18 June 1824, 154-5. After receiving
Clark’s letter, Mackenzie decided to publish it. See Colonial Advocate, 8 July 1824, p. 3, c. 4.

Upper Canada Gazette, 8 July 1824, p. 226, c. 3. Nichol was killed late one cold and stormy night (3 May
1824) when his horse and wagon left the Portage Road and plunged over the edge of Queenston Heights.
The verdict of a coroner’s inquest was accidental death. See Colonial Advocate, 18 May 1824, supplement,
[pp. 2-4]. See also Robert Lochiel Fraser, “Nichol, Robert,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 6:545.

Colonial Advocate, 8 July 1824, p. 3, c. 2.
Ibid.

Oddly enough, Mackenzie claimed that “on the Ist of June, when the foundation of the monument was
laid, I was not present, nor knew of it.” See ibid., 29 July 1824, p. 2, c. 1. But elsewhere, he reported how a
wide-mouthed bottle was “deposited by William Lyon Mackenzie, of Queenston, in a hollow place which
had been cut out of the foundation stone”—and this, it would seem, was done during the ceremony. See
ibid., 10 June 1824, p. 1, c. 2. Mackenzie’s denial was perhaps motivated by a desire to contradict the
accusations of his involvement made by Thomas Dickson, but it would also appear that he forgot about his
self-incriminating description of the ceremony. Whether or not Mackenzie was actually present during
the ceremony, the effect of his arrangements was no less controversial.

In aletter reporting on the monument’s progress, Thomas Clark referred to a separate vault for Macdonell.
See LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5 Al), vol. 77, Clark to Hillier,

1 Apr. 1826. Also, a contractor’s account dating to November of 1824 itemizes the vaults of Brock and
Macdonell separately. See University of Guelph, McLaughlin Library, Archival and Special Collections
(UGA), Goodwin-Haines Collection, Samuel Street Papers, Duncan Kennedy in account with Thomas
Clark, 5 Nov. 1824.

LAC, Claus Papers (MG 19, F1), vol. 22, pt. 1, Diary of William Claus, no. 30, 2 Oct. 1824, 31.

Upper Canada Gazette, 21 Oct. 1824, p. 348, c. 1. Lieutenant Colonel John Macdonell’s surname

has become standardized as “Macdonell,” although he sometimes spelled it “McDonell” and it was
frequently mistaken as “McDonald.” Furthermore, and as Macdonell’s relative John A. Macdonell
cautioned Mary Agnes FitzGibbon (one of the organizers of the 1899 Canadian Historical Exhibition
held in Toronto), there was only one n in Macdonell, as two “changes it from a Highland Catholic name
to an Irish Protestant one.” See AO, Women’s Canadian Historical Society of Toronto Papers (F 1180),
Correspondence (series 1), file 5, “Memo for Miss FitzGibbon as to Exhibits Sent by J. A. Macdonell,” n.d.
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Times (Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON), 18 Feb. 1898, p. 5, c. 2.

LAC, Claus Papers (MG 19, F1), vol. 22, pt. 1, Diary of William Claus, no. 30, 2 Oct. 1824, 31. Two
additional coffin plates were fashioned out of silver in a style similar to the one that adorned Brock’s
coffin. One was made for Macdonell, and the other served as a record of the reinterment. See ibid., 32-3.
Ibid., 37.

Colonial Advocate, 14 Oct. 1824, p. 3,c. 1.

Ibid., cc. 1-2.

While very few copies of the Observer survive, including—apparently—the relevant issue, Carey’s
description of the reburial was reprinted by other newspapers. See, for example, Montreal Herald, 27 Oct.
1824,p.2,¢c. 2.

As Rev. John McEwen remembered, the so-called hearse was a large army wagon. See Times, 18 Feb. 1898,
p.5,¢c. 2.

Colonial Advocate, 14 Oct. 1824, p. 3, c. 1.

Upper Canada Gazette, 21 Oct. 1824, p. 348, c. 1; Montreal Herald, 27 Oct. 1824, p. 2, c. 2.

Colonial Advocate, 14 Oct. 1824, p. 3, c. 1.

Montreal Herald, 27 Oct. 1824, p. 2, c. 2. See also Upper Canada Gazette, 21 Oct. 1824, p. 347, c. 3.

Upper Canada Gazette, 21 Oct. 1824, p. 348, c. 2. The procession likely stopped at or near the intersection
of modern-day Queenston and Kent Streets. Curiously enough, if the commissioners had opted for a
monument like Nelson’s Column in Montreal, which was similar to one of the designs they had under
consideration, Brock and Macdonell might have remained undisturbed in their bastion at Fort George—
as the less elaborate style of monument rejected by the commissioners did not include a vault for human
remains.

Ibid.

Tbid.

Colonial Advocate, 14 Oct. 1824, p. 3, c. 1.

Ibid.

Upper Canada Gazette, 21 Oct. 1824, p. 348, c. 3.

Richard H. Gassan, The Birth of American Tourism: New York, the Hudson Valley, and American Culture,
1790-1830 (University of Massachusetts Press, 2008), 96.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (F 662), package no. 43b, “Family Letters, 1817-1818,” Baker to
Chase, 24 Aug. 1817. The spelling in this passage has been corrected and punctuation added. Although
some sources indicate that John Valleau was killed in the crossing, his father received a letter from
Captain Richard Malcom, 13th Regiment US Infantry, stating that “in the heat of battle he saw my son
fall but could not pay the attention due to him at the moment, but having repulsed the enemy he says
he returned and among the killed [and] wounded he found the body of his best friend.” See Abraham
E. Helffenstein, Pierre Fauconnier and His Descendants (S. H. Burbank and Company, 1911), 136.
Helffenstein further indicates that the British buried John Valleau’s body in a grave on the riverbank,
where his mother supposedly found it. However, this information is rather suspect.

Gassan, Birth of American Tourism, 96. Others of these American tourists limited their fascination to
discreet observations of the war-torn countryside. One of the first to visit the Niagara region of Upper
Canada after the War of 1812 was a Mrs. John Heard from Boston. While horrified by the devastation she
witnessed in the neighbourhood of Chippawa, she also delighted in the atmospheric wonders produced
by Niagara Falls. Unable to find a room for the night of 3 August 1815, she apparently had to take lodging
in a barn, where she dreamed “on my pallet of straw of ‘unutterable things’ [and] to see rainbows such as I
witnessed to day [and] such as are constantly before my optics—a scene well worth travelling five hundred
miles to witness.” Whether it was battle scars, rainbows, or both, Mrs. Heard was well satisfied with what
she saw on her trip (even before she got a close look at the Falls). See MHS, Mrs. John Heard’s Diary, 1815
(Ms. N-1384), [3 Aug. 1815, 12].

Similarly, the bones and ashes of war dead cremated after the Battle of Lundy’s Lane were still being
brought to the surface as late as 1831. See MHS, Rebecca Russell Lowell Gardner Travel Diaries (Ms.
N-1274), 15 May 1831, 52. However, a British tourist to the Lundy’s Lane battlefield in 1816 suggested that
a sacrilege explained the exposed bones at that site. “Our host,” Richard Barrett confided to his diary,
“pointed out to us the funeral pyres of the American dead. They were consumed in two heaps, [and] many
were thrown into a well [and] covered with earth. Their countrymen who visit the spot have dug up the
bones nearer the surface [and] carried them away as reliques [relics]. On the spot where the well had been
we saw several bones that had been dug up this way [and] left behind to be taken no doubt by the next
visitors.” See Thomas Brott and Philip Kelley, eds., Richard Barrett’s Journal: New York and Canada, 1816
(Wedgestone Press, 1983), 48. It would be just as likely that the bones in question surfaced by some natural
process.
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Salem (MA) Gazette, 3 Nov. 1824, p. 3, c. 1. As this reference suggests, the report of a new tourist attraction
was communicated far and wide across the eastern United States.

Gassan, Birth of American Tourism, 2, 92. As the Canadian historian James J. Talman observed, “by 1820
Canada was the Mecca of many tourists.” See James J. Talman, “Travel Literature as Source Material

for the History of Upper Canada, 1791-1840,” Report of the Annual Meeting of the Canadian Historical
Association 8, no. 1 (1929): 111.

As the Upper Canadian colonization agent John Galt observed less than a decade later, Brock’s Monument
“forms a prominent object to the numerous voyageurs [travellers], who are constantly arriving at this
portage [Queenston].” See John Galt and Andrew Picken, The Canadas, as They at Present Commend
Themselves to the Enterprize of Emigrants, Colonists, and Capitalists (London, 1832), 183-4.

Patricia Jasen, “Romanticism, Modernity, and the Evolution of Tourism on the Niagara Frontier,
1790-1850,” Canadian Historical Review 72, no. 3 (1991): 302.

Jasen, 302.

Jasen, 302.

William Dalton, Travels in the United States, and Part of Upper Canada (Appleby, UK, 1821), 185. The
cicerone was Captain Shubael Park of the 3rd Regiment, Lincoln Militia. Dalton was fortunate to have
avoided the subsequent scourge of unscrupulous tour guides, such as the Irish wagon driver who tried

to hoodwink a pair of newlywed tourists in 1853 by driving “about in all directions, [and] with naive
discursiveness narrating events which never occurred.” See Jasen, “Romanticism, Modernity, and the
Evolution of Tourism on the Niagara Frontier,” 316.

Jasen, 297.

Jasen, 297.

Jasen, 297-8.

While the Militia Myth is still debated, there can be no doubt that the effectiveness of the Upper Canadian
Militia during the War of 1812 was generally overstated until relatively recent times. For some interesting
discussions on the subject, see J[ack] L. Granatstein, Canada’s Army: Waging War and Keeping the Peace,
2nd ed. (University of Toronto Press, 2011), 3-6, 9-15; Donald E. Graves, “The Canadian Militia Myth of
the War of 1812: Its Origin, Course and Dissolution,” War of 1812 Magazine 25 (May 2016): 1-12; Robert
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Militia Myth of the War of 1812 in Upper Canada, 1812-1912” (master’s thesis, Queen’s University, 1971),
3-5, 61, 71-7. For evidence of much earlier skepticism about the effectiveness of the Upper Canadian
Militia, see William Wood, “War—the Neglected Factor in Canadian Problems for a Hundred Years,”
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and Rutter, 1915), 114; Alan Gordon, “Marshalling Memory: A Historiographical Biography of Ernest
Alexander Cruikshank,” Journal of Canadian Studies 49, no. 3 (Fall 2015): 47. Incidentally, Canadian
historian James Wood argues that the Militia Myth is not uniquely Canadian, and that it should be “more
properly regarded as the common cultural heritage of the English-speaking world.” According to Wood,
there are comparable myths in Britain’s other colonies. See James Wood, Militia Myths: Ideas of the
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Niagara (UC) Spectator, 3 Dec. 1818, p. 2, c. 4.

Montreal Herald, 26 Dec. 1818, p. 2, c. 3.

Ibid.

As Gerald M. Craig aptly described him, “Robert Gourlay was a congenital dissident, an inveterate
scribbler, a stiff-necked individualist who sooner or later fell out with nearly everyone he knew.” See
Gerald M. Craig, Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784-1841 (McClelland and Stewart, 1963), 93.
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Principles and Proceedings of the Inhabitants of the District of Niagara, for Addressing His Royal Highness
the Prince Regent ([Niagara, UC], 1818), 21.

The reference to Brock’s “favorite sergeant-major” was a frequent boast of FitzGibbon’s granddaughter,
and there seems no reason to doubt it as Brock’s brother, Savery, acknowledged that FitzGibbon was a
“favorite and protegé [sic] of my late brother.” See Mary Agnes FitzGibbon, A Veteran of 1812: The Life of
James FitzGibbon (Toronto, 1894), 51; LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries
(RG 5, Al), vol. 39, Brock to Maitland, 30 Apr. 1818, 18351.

Jane Errington, The Lion, the Eagle, and Upper Canada: A Developing Colonial Ideology (McGill-Queen’s
University Press, 1987), 92.

Errington, 93.

Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 353.
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Craig, 111.

Craig, 109.

Craig, 109.

Reginald Arthur Bowler, “Propaganda in Upper Canada: A Study of the Propaganda Directed at the
People of Upper Canada During the War of 1812” (master’s thesis, Queen’s University, 1964), 39.
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Week 8, no. 47 (23 Oct. 1891): 752. For a further consideration of the subject, see Guy St-Denis, “A Final
Utterance: The Last Words of Sir Isaac Brock,” Ontario History 110, no. 1 (Spring 2018): 1-8.

Carl Berger, The Sense of Power: Studies in the Ideas of Canadian Imperialism, 1867-1914 (University of
Toronto Press, 1970), 106.

Magill, “William Allan,” 105.

Clharles] P. Stacey, “The War of 1812 in Canadian History,” Ontario History 50, no. 3 (Summer 1958):
158. Stacey seems to have echoed John Beverley Robinson, the chief justice of Upper Canada, who in 1840
advised the British government that the War of 1812 “has had the effect of binding them [the Canadas], as
well as Nova Scotia and New Brunswick, much more strongly to the crown,” while at the same time having
“produced in the British colonists a national character and feeling.” See John Beverley Robinson, Canada
and the Canada Bill (London, 1840), 15.

As Berger observed in more general terms, the Militia Myth was “kept green and fresh long afterwards by
the dominance of the Family Compact, the recurrence of the issues of loyalty versus republicanism, and
the continuing fear of the United States.” See Berger, Sense of Power, 91.

‘Walden, “Isaac Brock,” iii.

Walden, iii.

‘Walden, 55.

Walden, 101.

Walden, 20.

Walden, 99.

Walden, 53.

As Patricia Jasen observed, “To some extent, it [Brock’s Monument] reinforced the Tory elite’s obsession
with their role in the War of 1812, but it was evidently regarded with affection and reverence by a large
portion of the population.” See Jasen, “Romanticism, Modernity, and the Evolution of Tourism on the
Niagara Frontier,” 316-17.

As American historian Thomas A. Chambers has noted, “Without Brock’s grave or any formal markers
to guide their interaction with place, visitors to Queenston Heights could naturally find their attention
drawn to the site’s other main feature,” meaning the sweeping view. See Thomas A. Chambers, Memories
of War: Visiting Battlegrounds and Bonefields in the Early American Republic (Cornell University Press,
2012), 147.

As Thomas L. McKenney recalled, “The way into the base of the monument was open, and on entering it,
we found it filled with lime and lumber. There were no steps by which to ascend it to its top.” See Thomas
L. McKenney, Sketches of a Tour to the Lakes (Baltimore, 1827), 92. Brock’s Monument was more or less
completed by January of 1827, although it was still “contemplated to erect the figure of a warriour” on top
of the dome, where “at present a flag-staff only is placed.” See Farmer’s Journal (St. Catharines, UC), 3 Jan.
1827, p. 3, c. 2. Differences between Thomas Clark, the surviving monument commissioner, and Duncan
Kennedy, the contractor, were resolved through arbitration. See LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence,
Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 84, Phillpotts to Clark, 4 May 1827, 45540-3; UGA, Goodwin-
Haines Collection, File Concerning the Erection of Brock’s Monument at Queenston Heights, “Report
on Monument by Archibald Fraser,” 23 Aug. 1827; ibid., “Award between the Honble. Thos. Clark [and]
Duncan Kennedy,” 28 Aug. 1827.
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McKenney, Sketches of a Tour to the Lakes, 92. An anonymous traveller agreed, and referred to Brock’s
Monument as “a clumsy structure, unfinished; one hundred and two feet high [thirty-one metres], void of
taste in architecture; but a monument is a monument.” See New York Spectator, 27 June 1826, p. 1, c. 3.

[Thomas Hamilton], Men and Manners in America, 2 vols. (Edinburgh, 1833), 2:314. In discussing the
Battle of Queenston Heights, Hamilton submitted that “had the achievement [victory] not unfortunately
been rendered memorable by the death of the British leader, it would probably, like most other events

of the war, have been forgotten. Its memory, however, has been perpetuated by the erection of a trophy
column on the summit of the height.” See [Hamilton], 2:313-14.

Glideon] M. Davison, The Fashionable Tour; an Excursion to the Springs, Niagara, Quebec, and Through
the New-England States, 3rd ed. (Saratoga Springs, N'Y, 1828), 186.

Davison, 186-7. A few years later, in July of 1833, a disappointed Scottish farmer described Brock’s
Monument for intending emigrants as “commanding a wider range of landscape, without diversifying the
scene [or improving upon the view obtained from the heights], and certainly does not reward the labour of
reaching the summit [of the monument].” Patrick Shirreff, however, found fault with most everything in
Upper Canada. See Patrick Shirreff, A Tour through North America; Together with a Comprehensive View
of the Canadas and United States (Edinburgh, 1835), 93.

Harriet Martineau, Retrospect of Western Travel, 3 vols. (London, 1838), 1:158-9.

Theresa Nichol’s second husband was Captain David Boyd of the Royal Navy, a widower of Niagara. They
were married 29 July 1837. See AO, Marriage Records Collection (F 982), Niagara, Upper Canada, 1832-9.

Secord claimed that the superintendence of Brock’s Monument was originally offered to her. For her
complaint against Thomas Clark, the commissioner she held responsible for the injustice, see LAC, Civil
Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 108, Secord to Colborne, 17 July
1831, 61567-70.

Martineau, Retrospect of Western Travel, 1:159.

Martineau, 159-61.

The original and innocuous epitaph was replaced by a more contentious version authorized by Maitland,
and one that threatened to antagonize American sensibilities with its references to the capture of Detroit
and the Michigan Territory. However, the offending epitaph was subsequently altered to something more
in keeping with the original. For the redrafting approved by Maitland, see Gleaner, 9 Oct. 1824, p. 3, cc.
4-5,and 16 Oct. 1824, p. 3, cc. 4-5. For a contemporary transcription of the epitaph as it finally appeared
on Brock’s Monument, see Davison, Fashionable Tour, 187. Davison’s transcription conforms in the main
with what George Russell Dartnell, assistant staff surgeon in the British Army, jotted down during a visit
to Queenston Heights in June of 1838. See Honor de Pencier, Posted to Canada: The Watercolours of George
Russell Dartnell, 1835-1844 (Dundurn Press, 1987), 102.

Somewhat later, a British Anglican minister commented that Brock’s Monument “seems to frown defiance
at the neighbouring states.” See A Clergyman [pseud.], Peace or War? (London, 1839), 9. The potential for
insult appears to have continued well into the twentieth century. As Arthur Hunt Chute, the Canadian
novelist and short story writer, recalled in 1924, “An American friend found his artistic temperament
ruffled by this monument. ‘What’s the matter with it?’ I inquired. ‘Well, I don’t hardly think it’s good taste
for you Canadians to stick that thing up there, so that everywhere we turn, one of your heroes hits us in
the eye.”” See Acadian (Wolfville, NS), 4 Sept. 1924, p. 3, c. 2.

[Henry C. Todd], Notes Upon Canada and the United States of America (Toronto, 1835), 71.

University of Oxford, Bodleian Libraries, Journal of an Unidentified Traveller in New York State and
Upper Canada, 1834-1835 (Ms. Eng. Misc. d. 995) 1835, 147.

Ibid., 147-8. The old veteran would have been Captain David Boyd, whose wife was keeper of Brock’s
Monument.

Martineau, Retrospect of Western Travel, 1:160. As Martineau was told, the “Irishwoman [Theresa Boyd]
was grieved that she had no telescope wherewith to enable us to see what was doing on the lake [Lake
Ontario]. She and her husband had provided one for the accommodation of visitors. Some travellers
(English) had thrown it down from the top of the monument, and when she asked for payment, only
bullied her; and her husband had not been able to afford to get another.” See Martineau, 160.

In 1839, Samuel De Veaux published a tourist’s guide to Niagara Falls including the following lament on
Brock’s Monument: “To Americans, this monument must cause but one emotion—sorrow for their fellow
citizens who fell in that ill fated battle,” and as such, it was “no object of veneration.” See De Veaux, Falls of
Niagara, 149-50.

Chris Raible, “Benjamin Lett, Rebel Terrorist,” Beaver 82, no. 5 (Oct.-Nov. 2002): 10-15; Allan J.
MacDonald, “Lett, Benjamin,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 8:501-2; Edwin C. Guillet, The Lives
and Times of the Patriots (T. Nelson and Sons, 1938), 163-77. For additional background on Lett, see the
following article published in association with the Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society: Robert B.
Ross, “The Patriot War,” Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society Historical Collections 21 (1894): 607-8.
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Allen County Democrat, 5 Jan. 1859, p. 2, c. 1. Brock’s Monument probably became an eyesore to Lett
because it served, according to Allan J. MacDonald of the Archives of Ontario, as “a symbol of British
power and domination.” See MacDonald, “Lett, Benjamin,” 8:502.

Allen County Democrat, 5 Jan. 1859, p. 2, c. 1. As Chris Raible points out, this description of the bombing
includes details only Lett could have provided. They form part of a biography written by James Mackenzie
and published in the Allen County Democrat, which he edited at Lima, Ohio. Mackenzie, whose father was
William Lyon Mackenzie, was well-known to Lett. See Raible, “Benjamin Lett, Rebel Terrorist,” 13-14.

St. Catharines (UC) Journal, 23 June 1840, p. 2, c. 4. In June of 1840, Lett and an accomplice named David
Dafoe were arrested for attempting to burn the steamer Great Britain at Oswego, New York. During

his interrogation, Dafoe confessed their revolutionary intentions for Upper Canada. It would appear

that the bombing of Brock’s Monument was viewed in this context. See St. Catharines Journal, 23 June
1840, p. 2, c. 4. However, according to the verbose inscription on one of Lett’s two tombstones, which is
attributable to his brother Thomas Lett, the bombing of Brock’s Monument was justified because it served
as a watchtower for military purposes during the Upper Canadian rebellions. Not surprisingly, there is no
evidence to support this outlandish claim. Benjamin Lett lies buried in the Lett Cemetery, near Sandwich,
Mlinois.

As a correspondent to the New York Albion reported, the blast was like an earthquake, “all the houses
shook to their foundations; a broad flash, as of intense lightning, illuminated the gloom, followed by an
explosion of tremendous power! The inhabitants rushed in consternation from their beds, and beheld an
immense cloud of smoke which enveloped the mountain.” See Albion (New York), 25 Apr. 1840, p. 138, c.
2. Apparently, the concussion from the explosion was felt in Niagara, some ten kilometres to the north.
See British Colonist (Toronto), 22 Apr. 1840, p. 3, c. 4. This report was communicated from the Niagara
(UC) Chronicle and dated 17 April 1840.

LAC, Upper Canada State Papers (RG 1, E3), vol. 90, Thorburn to Harrison, 17 Apr. 1840, 58-61. Thorburn
wrote this letter at seven o’clock in the morning. Theresa Boyd’s husband was Captain David Boyd.

Toronto Patriot, 21 Apr. 1840, p. 2, c. 7. To give some idea of the force of the blast, another source described
the damage done to the massive front door, which “was shivered to fragments and thrown a great
distance.” See Church (Cobourg, UC), 25 Apr. 1840, p. 171, c. 4. For additional information relating to the
attack on Brock’s Monument, see Robert Malcomson, “They Blew Up Brock’s Monument,” Beaver 78, no. 6
(Dec. 1998-Jan. 1999): 39-43.

Toronto Patriot, 21 Apr. 1840, p. 2, c. 7.
British Colonist, 22 Apr. 1840, p. 2, c. 7.

This was the view expressed by the Buffalo Commercial Advertiser, which was widely communicated in the
United States. See New Hampshire Sentinel (Keene, NH), 29 Apr. 1840, p. 2, c. 6.

Ibid.

As the Niagara Chronicle submitted, “This renewal of aggressions from the American side has excited
intense feelings on this frontier. Assassinations, robberies, burnings, have taken place in succession, and
now the sanctuary of the dead is invaded and polluted—the hallowed tribute of provincial gratitude to one
of the bravest and best of men is fiendishly desecrated. The offence is clearly traced to the perpetrators,
and they are the same band of villains to whom all the atrocities committed on this frontier are imputed.
They are few in number, however desperate their deeds, and it is clear that were the Americans to fulfil
their treaty stipulations, the gang would be broken up and this country freed from their diabolical
machinations.” For the communicated article, see British Colonist, 29 Aug. 1840, p. 3, c. 5.

Ward based his opinion on a personal inspection and the report of Captain Benjamin J. Stehelin, Royal
Engineers. However, neither Stehelin nor Ward thought that repairing the monument was feasible. See
Great Britain, Colonial Office, Canada: Correspondence Relative to the Affairs of Canada, 4 vols. (London,
1840), 4:60.

LAC, Governor General’s Office, Upper Canada, Letter Books (RG 7, G16A), Lieutenant Governor’s
Internal Letter Book, 1839-1841, “Despatches to His Majesty’s Minister at Washington,” vol. 6, Arthur

to Fox, 5 May 1840, 67. See also Charles R. Sanderson, ed., The Arthur Papers, 3 vols. (Toronto Public
Libraries; University of Toronto Press, 1959), Arthur to Jackson, 29 Apr. 1840, no. 1310, 3:43, and Arthur
to Thomson, 2 May 1840, no. 1317, 3:46.

Sanderson, Arthur Papers, Arthur to Thomson, 2 May 1840, no. 1317, 3:46.

St. Catharines Journal, 23 June 1840, p. 2, c. 5.

Sanderson, Arthur Papers, Arthur to Harvey, 18 Apr. 1840, no. 1302, 3:38.

Ibid., Arthur to Thomson, 1 Aug. 1840, no. 1418, 3:100. Elsewhere, Arthur claimed that this second
meeting came about “in answer to an appeal made to the government, at the late general militia muster,
[where] a general militia order was issued inviting the officers of the militia to meet on Queenston Heights
on the 30th July for the purpose of considering what was most proper to be done.” See ibid., 3 Aug. 1840,
no. 1420, 3:101. As Arthur acknowledged, the meeting’s resolutions were “frothy [and] wordy,” but there
was “nothing in them [against] Americans [and] Rebels [which] was the difficulty to be avoided.” See ibid.,
Arthur to Thomson, 1 Aug. 1840, no. 1418, 3:100.
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Ibid., Arthur to Russell, 27 Sept. 1840, no. 1487, 3:138-9.

Toronto Patriot, 28 July 1840, p. 2, c. 2. Windsor and Prescott refer to the Battle of the Windmill at
Prescott (12-16 November 1838) and the Battle of Windsor (4 December 1838), raids instigated by
members of the Hunters’ Lodges who were intent on bringing about war between the United States and
Britain in order to liberate Canada from British rule.

Sanderson, Arthur Papers, Arthur to Thomson, 1 Aug. 1840, no. 1418, 3:100; ibid., Arthur to Russell,

27 Sept. 1840, no. 1487, 3:138-9. According to his biographer, MacNab “organized a meeting at the site
[Queenston Heights] to consider means of restoring the monument to Upper Canada’s hero.” While
Arthur appears to have imposed himself on the meeting, MacNab managed to head the committee
responsible for building a new monument to Brock. See Donald R. Beer, Sir Allan Napier MacNab
(Dictionary of Hamilton Biography, 1984), 244-5. See also Chronicle and Gazette (Kingston, UC), 8 July
1840, p. 1, c. 3,and 2 Sept. 1840, p. 2, c. 3.

British Colonist, 5 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 5. As the Toronto Patriot reported, “In our good city the occasion was
observed as a solemn holiday—the public offices were closed, the places of public resort [inns and taverns]
were shut, and business was suspended, to enable all classes to unite in the noble duty of testifying respect
to the memory of General Sir Isaac Brock.” See Toronto Patriot, 7 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 1.

Toronto Patriot, 7 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 1. As was noted in this report with some derision, when the naval
procession passed the American Fort Niagara, “scarcely a living being was to be seen; a sentinel, in solitary
blessedness, marched and countermarched on his narrow path, but, save this, nought else looked from
our ‘friendly neighbours’ upon the imposing spectacle.” In all fairness, it is possible that many Americans
took in the spectacle from the Canadian side of the Niagara River.

British Colonist, 5 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 6.

Ibid. For the reference to “rapturous applause,” see ibid., 12 Aug. 1840, p. 1, c. 1.

As Arthur admitted in his correspondence, “a handsome obelisk it strikes me is better suited to the nature
of the ground, than a column.” See Sanderson, Arthur Papers, Arthur to Harvey, 10 July 1840, no. 1400,
3:92.

It should be noted that James Gordon Bennett, the Scottish-born American editor of the New York Herald,
was struck by the meeting’s “coldness, its formality, its want of all real natural enthusiasm.” Much of his
opinion appears to have been based on the crowd’s low-key reaction to a man (Matthew Murphy) “who
clambered up the out side of the monument, a height of 126 feet [38 metres], holding on and hoisting
himself by the lightning rod alone. It was a bold and somewhat daring feat, and required great strength of
nerve as well as muscle. On reaching the top he planted the British Union Jack on the cupola, where it still
flaps in the breeze. When this national flag was unfurled, one of the Canadians near me said, very coolly,
‘that deserves a cheer,’ but not a single one attempted to raise one.” See Morning Herald (New York), 7
Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 2. Bennett might have been biased, as other accounts of the proceedings make reference
to tremendous cheering and rapturous applause. See, for example, British Colonist, 5 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c.
5,and 12 Aug. 1840, p. 1, c. 1. One such account is that of a young man named James George Currie, who
went on to become a prominent lawyer and politician. Many years later, Currie recalled how the unfurled
Union Jack had brought about a tremendous cheer. See Times (Niagara-on-the-Lake, ON), 17 Oct. 1913, p.
4,c. 1.

British Colonist, 5 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 7. In 1853, legislation was enacted to safeguard the new monument
from a repeat of Lett’s vandalism. See Province of Canada, Statutes, An Act to indemnify the Brock
Monument Building Committee, and for other purposes therein mentioned, 16 Vict., c. 113, s. 2, assented to
22 Apr. 1853.

British Colonist, 5 Aug. 1840, p. 2, c. 5. For the reply, see Chronicle and Gazette, 11 Nov. 1840, p. 3, c. 2.
The first attempt on Queen Victoria’s life took place a short time before the meeting, in June of 1840.
Sanderson, Arthur Papers, Thomson to Arthur, 8 Aug. 1840, no. 1425, 3:103. One observer, however,

was likely more accurate when he recalled that “occasional expressions of vindictiveness towards the
Americans escaped; but these were exceptions to the general rule.” See James S. Buckingham, Canada,
Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, and the Other British Provinces in North America (London [1843]), 40.

St. Catharines Journal, 23 June 1840, p. 2, c. 4.

Ibid.

Ibid., 10 Sept. 1840, p. 2, c. 2.

Regarding the Indigenous donations, see Chronicle and Gazette, 5 Oct. 1842, p. 2, c. 5; Correspondence,
Addpresses, &c. Connected with the Subscriptions of Various Indian Tribes in Upper Canada, in Aid of

the Funds for the Re-Construction of Brock’s Monument (Toronto, 1841). Ironically, the same “Indian”
generosity that helped to fund the completion of Brock’s Monument also reinforced the Militia Myth, and
in so doing marginalized Indigenous participation in the War of 1812.

For Richardson’s communicated comments, see Western Herald (Sandwich, CW), 14 Oct. 1841, p. 2, c. 3.
Ibid. Richardson was then the struggling editor of the New Era, a newspaper he published briefly in
Brockville. He soon after became the author of the War of 1812, a book he intended to serve as a history of
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that conflict “for the use of schools in Canada” in order to counteract “the corrupt channel of American
party publications bearing on the subject, all which have a tendency to pervert facts, and to instil into the
youthful mind that diffidence and mistrust which operate as a check upon the generous aspirings, and
weaken the energies of the national character.” See [John] Richardson, War of 1812 ([Brockville, CW],
1842), 1. This insidious threat was recognized from the earliest days of the colony, when a British Army
officer in 1802 expressed fears that widespread use of American textbooks would negatively influence
Upper Canada’s children with republican ideas: “Youths educated in such books,” Major William Graham
of the York garrison complained, “by and by will have the privilege of voting members for our assembly,
and filling the house with their own kind.” See David Mills, The Idea of Loyalty in Upper Canada,
1784-1850 (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1988), 21.

Western Herald, 14 Oct. 1841, p. 2, . 3.
Ibid.
Ibid., c. 4.

Ibid., 25 Nov. 1841, p. 2, c. 4. Richardson planned these fancy balls to be held in conjunction with the birth
of Queen Victoria’s second child and male heir, Prince Albert Edward, who was later King Edward VII.

Ibid.

As the Niagara Reporter, published in what is now Niagara-on-the-Lake, Ontario, warned its readers, “the
wreck of Brock’s monument is in so dilapidated a condition, that it is dangerous to venture near it, in a
stormy day.” For the communicated article, see St. Catharines Journal, 30 Sept. 1841, p. 4, c. 2.

Charles Dickens, American Notes for General Circulation, 3rd ed., 2 vols. (London, 1842), 2:188. To
Dickens, the remnants of Brock’s Monument inspired a wistful analogy: “a melancholy ruin, with a long
fragment of iron railing hanging dejectedly from its top, and waving to and fro like a wild ivy branch or
broken vine stem” (188). For the English-born Upper Canadian author and poet Susanna Moodie, the
blasted monument might have been a melancholy-looking ruin, but it was “by no means a picturesque
one, resembling some tall chimney that has been left standing after the house to which it belonged had
been burnt down.” See [Susanna] Moodie, Life in the Clearings Versus the Bush (London, 1853), 335.
Moodie appears to have visited Brock’s Monument in the early autumn of 1852.

Dickens, American Notes for General Circulation, 2:188.
Chronicle and Gazette, 26 Nov. 1842, p. 3, c. 6.

As the Kingston Herald noted, one of the designs submitted was “such a villainous affair, that the
committee jocosely say it must have been sent by Benjamin Lett.” See Kingston (CW) Herald, 14 Feb. 1843,
p.3,c. 2.

Toronto Herald, 15 June 1843, p. 3, c. 2.

The impression of a blasted monument tottering to its fall appears to have been a fairly common reaction
among tourists. See, for example, Morleigh, Life in the West, 172; British Colonies in North America:
Canada (London, 1847), 224; Sir James E. Alexander, L'’Acadie, or, Seven Years’ Explorations in British
America, 2 vols. (London, 1849), 2:218.

The member of the Legislative Assembly of United Canada for Lincoln County, William Hamilton
Merritt, was the driving force behind this petition. His determination for an investigation led to a testy
exchange between himself and MacNab. See Elizabeth Gibbs, gen. ed., Debates of the Legislative Assembly
of United Canada, 1841-1867, 13 vols. (Centre d’étude du Québec; Centre de recherche en histoire
économique du Canada Frangais, 1848), 15 Mar. 1848, 7:387.

Ibid., 15 Mar. 1848, 7:385-8; Beer, Sir Allan Napier MacNab, 245. A committee of subscribers, consisting
of John Beverley Robinson, William Allan, and David Thorburn, absolved MacNab of any wrongdoing by
pointing out that he had no involvement in the management of the funds destined for the construction

of the new monument. See AO, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s
Monument,” Report of Chief Justice Robinson, Mr. Allan and Mr. Thorburn, 19 Jan. 1850.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s Monument,” Report of Chief
Justice Robinson, Mr. Allan and Mr. Thorburn, 19 Jan. 1850.

The three members were John Beverley Robinson, William Allan, and David Thorburn. See ibid. Also
supporting a change of design was William Hamilton Merritt, a member of the Legislative Assembly

of United Canada for Lincoln County and an avid proponent for an “open monument,” so people

could “survey the country round.” See Gibbs, Debates of the Legislative Assembly of United Canada, 15
Mar. 1848, 7:387. The public’s dissatisfaction with an obelisk began to make news early in 1843. See St.
Catharines Journal, 9 Mar. 1843, p. 2, c. 3.

As the prominent Toronto civil servant John Macaulay expressed himself on the subject, “An obelisk
which will be a solid structure [and] less easily injured than a hollow column, is to be erected on the site of
the present one.” See AO, Macaulay Family Papers (F 32), Macaulay to his mother, Ann Macaulay, 4 Aug.
1840.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s Monument,” Report of Chief
Justice Robinson, Mr. Allan, and Mr. Thorburn, 19 Jan. 1850. Glenn McArthur and Annie Szamosi have
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contended that the commemoration of George Washington with an obelisk made it an unacceptable style
of monument for Brock, who was “killed fighting the Yankee invaders.” See Glenn McArthur and Annie
Szamosi, William Thomas, Architect, 1799-1860 (Carleton University Press, 1996), 94.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s Monument,” Report of Chief
Justice Robinson, Mr. Allan, and Mr. Thorburn, 19 Jan. 1850; Peter Baskerville, ed., The Bank of Upper
Canada: A Collection of Documents (Champlain Society; Ontario Heritage Foundation; Carleton
University Press, 1987), cvi-cvii.

Globe (Toronto), 1 July 1852, p. 315, c. 5.

Ibid., 14 Aug. 1852, p. 390, c. 4.

LAC, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (MG 24, E1), vol. 17, Bullock to Merritt, 14 Jan. 1843, 2512.
Thomas Gibbs Ridout was treasurer of the Brock Monument Fund, and in a letter dated 21 June 1853, he
informed his wife, Matilda Ridout, that “we gave out the Brock monument rebuilding contract today.
[John] Worthington [of Toronto] got it—his being the lowest tender.” See AO, Thomas Ridout Family
Papers (F 43), Ridout to Ridout, 21 June 1853. See also Globe, 9 July 1853, p. 214, c. 2

Daily National Intelligencer, 16 July 1853, p. 3, c. 2. See also Mail (Niagara, CW), 13 July 1853, p. 2, c. 6.
Mail, 20 July 1853, p. 2, c. 8.

Ibid. As Thomas seemed to suggest, the remains were removed before the first monument was brought
down. See Niagara Chronicle (Niagara, CW), 29 July 1853, p. 2, c. 5.

Mail, 20 July 1853, p. 2, c. 8.

Niagara Chronicle, 29 July 1853, p. 2, c. 5.

Ibid. Thomas also went so far as to accompany the remains to the nearby Hamilton family burial ground,
where he had them buried in an extra-deep grave.

Mail, 19 Oct. 1853, p. 2, c. 6. See also British Colonist, 14 Oct. 1853, p. 2, c. 6; St. Catharines Journal, 20
Oct. 1853, p. 3,¢c. 1.

Mail, 19 Oct. 1853, p. 2, c. 6. Kirby’s authorship was confirmed by his grandson in 1927. See Daily Mail and
Empire (Toronto), 21 Oct. 1927, p. 8, c. 5.

Mail, 19 Oct. 1853, p. 3, c. 5. Kirby was confident that such “an example will not be thrown away, and the
feeblest veteran there, perhaps excited the greatest influence in this respect.”

Globe, 24 Oct. 1854, p. 1, c. 9. See also ibid., 3 Sept. 1855, p. 2, c. 10; Mail, 19 Sept. 1855, p. 1, c. 5.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s Monument,” Thomas to Street, 1
Oct. 1855.

Yet, the capping of Brock’s new monument caused no little confusion, as it was generally assumed there
would be a public celebration to correspond with the occasion. See St. Catharines Journal, 8 Oct. 1856, p.
2, ¢. 5;ibid., 9 Oct. 1856, p. 3, c. 1; ibid., 15 Oct. 1856, p. 2, c. 5.

The finishing touches were still being put to the lower part of the monument in mid-November 1855, and
Thomas did not expect them to be completed for about another month. See AO, William Hamilton Merritt
Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s Monument,” Thomas to Merritt, 13 Nov. 1855. Regarding the 40
acres, see Globe, 2 Aug. 1859, p. 1, c. 9; ibid., 14 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 7. The ornamental gardens consisted of
approximately twelve acres (five hectares) of land, the design of which was entrusted to the “landscape
and garden architect” William Mundie of Hamilton, Canada West, whom Merritt had commissioned by
early July of 1856. See LAC, Canada Land Petitions (RG 1, L3), B9 (1856-1857), vol. 83, petition of Allan N.
MacNab, 28 July 1857, no. 6.

Mail, 29 Aug. 1855, p. 3, c. 1. In describing the completed monument four years later, Kirby revealed plans
(apparently never effected) for a de facto museum in its base: “It is intended to make the monument a place
of deposit for the colors of the Niagara frontier regiments engaged in the War of 1812, and perhaps many
other interesting relics of the times of General Brock may there find a suitable resting place.” See Daily
Exchange (Baltimore), 6 Aug. 1859, p. 1, ¢. 8.

For contemporary descriptions of the monument, see “The Brock Monument,” Canadian Journal 1, no. 2
(Sept. 1852): 41-2; ibid., n.s. 1, no. 2 (Feb. 1856): 201-3.

This according to the article’s subtitle. See Globe, 14 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 6.

As MacNab recalled, serving militiamen and their officers were expected to contribute one day’s pay

to the rebuilding of Brock’s Monument. See Weekly Spectator (Hamilton, CW), 20 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 3.
Specifically, it was proposed that all members of the militia be invited to subscribe a day’s pay, according
to his respective rank and the scale of pay while on actual service. See Chronicle and Gazette, 2 Sept. 1840,
p-2,c.5.

Weekly Spectator, 20 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 5.

Ibid., p. 3, ¢, 1.

In writing to MacNab, Tupper acknowledged that his speech was “as gratifying to our feelings as it is
creditable to yourself, and no one can read it without being forcibly struck with its imagery and beauty;
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the allusion to the judgment morning, the last trump, the rending of the pillar, and the bursting of the
tomb, is particularly appropriate and touching, and I am not ashamed to confess that I could not read

this passage and some others aloud without being moved to tears.” Tupper’s letter was found tipped into a
copy of his Family Records. See Toronto Reference Library, Marilyn and Charles Baillie Special Collections
Centre, Baldwin Collection of Canadiana, Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers, Ferdinand Brock Tupper,
Family Records (St. Peter Port, Guernsey, 1835), Tupper to MacNab, 7 Nov. 1859, bet. 164-5.

NOTES TO CHAPTER 2

1
2

10

11

12
13
14

15
16
17

18
19

20

21

Weekly Spectator (Hamilton, CW), 20 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 1.

Rather, Brock was killed well below the heights and in a field adjacent to Queenston. See Guy St-Denis,
“Not Oblique Enough: The Fall of Sir Isaac Brock,” Canadian Army Journal 18, no. 2 (2020): 115-39.
Besides which, Brock’s second monument was not sited according to the place of his fall.

As Sydney F. Wise, a Canadian historian with an interest in military studies, wrote, “Not only was

there the element of sacrifice, of Brock having laid down his life to save the province, but also death had
removed the hero to another and superior level of veneration.” See S[ydney] F. Wise, “The War of 1812 in
Popular History,” in War Along the Niagara: Essays on the War of 1812 and Its Legacy, ed. R. Arthur Bowler
(Old Fort Niagara Association, 1991), 111.

Donald R. Beer, Sir Allan Napier MacNab (Dictionary of Hamilton Biography, 1984), 6-8, 130-47.
According to Beer, the war “confirmed forever the love of military life [MacNab] gained from his father”
(8). In 1841, MacNab’s deep bond with the militia was demonstrated by the presentation of a ceremonial
sword for his service during the rebellions. See ibid., 146.

Times (London), 18 Apr. 1859, p. 6, c. 5.

Daily Evening Bulletin (San Francisco), 3 June 1859, supplement, p. 1, c. 3.

While the Globe’s editor was the reform-minded and subsequent Liberal premier of Ontario George
Brown, both he and MacNab had a “surprisingly warm” relationship based on respect rather than
agreement. See Beer, Sir Allan Napier MacNab, 297.

Globe (Toronto), 10 May 1859, p. 1, c. 1. For the original source of this paraphrased version, see Times, 19
Apr. 1859, p. 6, c. 5.

Times, 18 Apr. 1859, p. 6, c. 5.

Norman Knowles portrayed Merritt as someone who “believed that history could play an important role
in creating a shared sense of identity and destiny that would facilitate Upper Canada’s political growth
and national development within the British Empire.” See Norman Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists: The
Ontario Loyalist Tradition and the Creation of Usable Pasts (University of Toronto Press, 1997), 32.
Globe, 5 Oct. 1852, p. 478, c. 1. For the text of the address, see Elizabeth Gibbs, gen. ed., Debates of the
Legislative Assembly of United Canada, 1841-1867 (Centre d’étude du Québec; Centre de recherche en
histoire économique du Canada Frangais, 1852), 8 Sept. 1852, 11, pt. 1:344-5.

Globe, 17 Feb. 1853, p. 82, c. 5.

Ibid., 9 Apr. 1853, p. 170, c. 2.

Ibid., 15 Oct. 1853, p. 518, c. 1. Merritt perhaps alluded to a letter Brock addressed to his superior officer at
the end of 1811, in which he expressed his desire “to rouse the energy of the militia and Indians, who are
now impressed with a firm belief, that in the event of war they are to be left to their fate.” See Ferdinand
Brock Tupper, ed., The Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., 1st ed. (London,
1845), Brock to Prevost, 2 Dec. 1811, 104.

Globe, 15 Oct. 1853, p. 518, c. 1.

Ibid., c. 2.

Archives of Ontario (AO), William Hamilton Merritt Family Papers (F 662), package no. 3, “War of 1812,”
Merritt circular, 1 Aug. 1853.

Ibid.

Clark was an officer in the 1st Regiment of the Lincoln Militia. See L. Homfray Irving, Officers of the
British Forces in Canada during the War of 1812-15 (Welland Tribune Print, 1908), 72-3.

As Clark wrote to Merritt in August of 1860, “I claim not to have been in the engagement, but nevertheless
stood along-side of Major General Sheaffe, when he received a flag [of truce] from Genl. Wadsworth’s
messenger surrendering his forces, unconditionally.” See AO, William Hamilton Merritt Family Papers
(F 662), package no. 9, “Prince of Wales’ Visit,” Clark to Merritt, 3 Aug. 1860. Not long afterwards, Clark
elaborated that he and Sheaffe were in the redan battery when Wadsworth surrendered, and that Clark
“thereafter gladly assisted in escorting the prisoners to Fort George.” See ibid., 7 Sept. 1860. See also
Niagara Falls History Museum (NFHM), “Autobiography of John Clark Written by Himself,” 210.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Family Papers (F 662), package no. 3, “War of 1812,” Merritt circular, 1
Aug. 1853.
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While the historical record of these dinners is spotty at best, it appears that they were annual events across
the Canadas and from an early date. There was also a tendency for some of them to become quite unruly
affairs, such as the dinner held at Hamilton in 1833. After a cannon in the street had been fired a number
of times, it exploded and maimed two men. See E[rnest] A. Horsman and Lillian Rea Benson, eds., The
Canadian Journal of Alfred Domett (University of Western Ontario, 1955), 32.

St. Catharines (CW) Constitutional, 15 Oct. 1856, p. 2, c. 5. At a similar dinner held several years earlier in
1851, Clark echoed the Militia Myth propagated by Rev. John Strachan when he ventured to say that the
“Canadian militia aided by a handful of regular troops under the command of the lamentable and brave
General Brock retained this colony as a continued appendage to that [the British] crown.” See NFHM,
“Autobiography of John Clark Written by Himself,” 235.

St. Catharines Constitutional, 15 Oct. 1856, p. 2, c. 5.

More specifically, Konkle served in a flank company of the 4th Regiment of the Lincoln Militia. See
Library and Archives Canada (LAC), Upper Canada Land Petitions (RG 1, L3), K12 (1819-1820), vol. 271a,
petition of Adam Konkle, 14 Oct. 1819, no. 72, certificate of Abraham Nelles, 14 Oct. 1819, no. 72a.

“How Queenston and Other Frontier Battles Were Fought,” Journal of Education for Upper Canada 11, no.
11 (Nov. 1858): 168.

“Memoirs of Colonel John Clark, of Port Dalhousie, C.W.,” Ontario Historical Society Papers and Records
7 (1906): 179. Cummings, a merchant and entrepreneur of Chippawa, Canada West, was successively

a lieutenant and captain in the 3rd Lincoln Militia. See Irving, Officers of the British Forces in Canada
during the War of 1812-15, 79.

“Memoirs of Colonel John Clark,” 179. In addition to Cummings, Clark provided a similar case of
neglect in the person of James Kerby, who was “always first in the field and the last to leave it.” He was
furthermore a poor man holding a “paltry situation from the government in recollection of his eminent
services on all occasions—scarcely sufficient to keep him alive when others who have not the most trifling
pretension are wallowing in wealth as the servants of government, not bearing a comparison to Kerby in
any one respect.” See NFHM, “Autobiography of John Clark Written by Himself,” 226.

“Memoirs of Colonel John Clark,” 179.

It was only in 1875 that the surviving militiamen of the War of 1812 received a government pension for
their services. See Statement Showing the Name, Age and Residence of Militiamen of 1812-15 (Ottawa,
1876), iii.

Although the invitation extended to Queen Victoria (and members of the royal family) by the Canadian
government was not formally accepted until 30 January 1860, news of the prince’s visit was circulating
in newsprint by mid-December 1859. For an account of the extensive planning that went into the event,
see Ian Radforth, Royal Spectacle: The 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales to Canada and the United States
(University of Toronto Press, 2004), 17-23.

Despite rumours that several cities were vying to host the militia reception of the Prince of Wales, when
“the name of Queenston Heights was mentioned” at a meeting of militia officers, “it occurred to every
one present at that meeting, that there was the spot appropriate for the military demonstration of Upper
Canada, that there was the fitting place for the presentation of an address to the Prince of Wales from the
surviving veterans of 1812, who hastened to meet a brave foe at their first invading step, and fought and
rallied around the gallant Brock, as he fell on the verdant height where his monumental remains now
rest.” See Globe, 4 Aug. 1860, p. 2, c. 7. See also ibid., 25 Aug. 1860, p. 2, c. 7.

The “foundation” or cornerstone was laid by Lieutenant Colonel Donald Macdonell, who was then
deputy adjutant general of militia for Canada West. See ibid., 14 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 7; [Alexander McLean
Macdonell], Fighting Men of a Highland Catholic Jacobite Clan ([R. G. McLean, 1912]), 44.

Leader (Toronto), 21 Apr. 1860, p. 2, ¢ 4. The defeat of the Americans at the Battle of Chateaugay, in
October of 1813, foiled an invasion of Lower Canada (Quebec).

Ibid.

Weekly Spectator, 20 Oct. 1859, p. 3, c. 2. The idea of marking the site of Brock’s fall was contemplated at
least as early as 1850 or 1852, when a local surveyor named George Keefer prepared a plan meant to “shew
where Gen. Brock Fell.” See AO, William Hamilton Merritt Family Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s
Monument,” Sketch of Queenston Heights designed to shew where Gen. Brock Fell on the 13th Oct.
[1812], by George Keefer, 1860. While Keefer was not entirely sure, he thought the plan was intended for
the building committee of the new Brock monument—although its survey might have been prompted by
the opening of a campaign to mark the various battlefields of the War of 1812. For this campaign, see St.
Catharines (CW) Journal, 4 Aug. 1853, p. 3, c. 1; ibid., 24 Aug. 1853, p. 3, c. 1; St. Catharines Constitutional,
5 Sept. 1855, p. 3,c. 1.

Weekly Spectator, 20 Oct. 1859, p. 2, c. 1. Macdonald might have been prompted to raise this issue by

the attendance of an elderly veteran, who was seen seated on a black pony making a spectacle of himself
prior to the speeches. From his mount, he delighted in recounting his experiences during the War of 1812
and “boasted that he saw the old boy—meaning Gen. Brock—fall where the monument now stands.”
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Unfortunately for the aged attention seeker’s credibility, Brock did not fall at the site of the current
monument. See ibid.

Niagara-on-the-Lake Museum (NOTLM), Brock Cenotaph Correspondence, Stanton to MacNab, 28
July 1860, acc. 992.5.296. Stanton was clerk of process at Osgoode Hall in Toronto, the seat of provincial
superior courts and the headquarters of the Law Society of Upper Canada, as well as its law school.
NOTLM, Sketch showing the spot where Brock fell by Robert Stanton, undated, acc. 989.5.33. This sketch
became separated from Stanton’s letter to MacNab, dated 28 July 1860, and is now catalogued separately.

Ibid., Brock Cenotaph Correspondence, MacNab to MacDougal, 30 July 1860, acc. 989.5.29.

AO, John Beverley Robinson Family Papers (F 44), Calendared Papers, 1857-1905, Stanton to clerk of the
peace, 10 July 1860.

During an enfeebled old age, Clark admitted to doing “little else, than that of committing to paper, my
remembrances of early days, in this my native land.” See ibid., Clark to Robinson, 28 July 1860. Clark
wrote a number of pieces on what he perceived to be the loyal characteristics of the inhabitants of Upper
Canada. He sent a version to MacNab at the end of April 1860, and later hinted that he be allowed to
recite a history of the Battle of Queenston Heights before the prince. That opportunity, however, was not
afforded him. See University of Toronto, Thomas Fisher Rare Book Library (UTRB), Sir Allan MacNab
Papers (MS 220), box 1, file 36, Clark to MacNab, 30 Apr. 1860; AO, William Hamilton Merritt Family
Papers (F 662), package no. 9, “Prince of Wales’ Visit,” Clark to Merritt, 3 Aug. 1860.

UTRB, Sir Allan MacNab Papers (MS 220), box 1, file 36, Clark to MacNab, 30 Apr. 1860, enclosure 2, p. 5.

AO, William Hamilton Merritt Family Papers (F 662), package no. 8, “Brock’s Monument,” Clark to
Merritt, 22 June 1860.

[Henry James Morgan] A British Canadian [pseud.], The Tour of H.R.H. The Prince of Wales (Montreal,
1860), 189.

AO, John Beverley Robinson Family Papers (F 44), Calendared Papers, 1857-1905, Stanton to clerk of the
peace, 10 July 1860.

The St. Catharines Constitutional alerted its readers to the address in the latter half of July, urging “all
who took part in the struggles of the last American war” to affix their signatures as soon as possible.

It is intriguing to think that Secord might have been inspired by this same notice. See St. Catharines
Constitutional, 19 July 1860, p. 2, c. 7.

“Notes on Niagara, 1759-1860,” Niagara Historical Society [Transactions] 32 (1919): 69. The original
source of this quotation was the Niagara Mail of 8 August 1860, which unfortunately appears to be lost.
Another transcript was published in “Canadian Heroine,” Journal of Education, Upper Canada 13, no. 9
(Sept. 1860):142. The two versions vary somewhat.

Canadian Almanac, and Repository of Useful Knowledge, for the Year 1861 (Toronto, [1860]), 70.
“Canadian Heroine,” 142.

As Kirby related, Secord “having observed the advance of Boerstler’s American army towards the Beaver
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woods and by-ways to the British head quarters, a distance of fifteen miles [twenty-four kilometres], and
gave information that led to the attack on Boerstler, and the capture of himself and all his forces, a piece of
very important service at that time.” See “Canadian Heroine,” 142. For a detailed examination of Secord’s
exploits, see George C. Ingram, “The Story of Laura Secord Revisited,” Ontario History 57, no. 2 (June
1965): 85-6.

Soon after the prince visited Queenston Heights, an article in the Globe discussed the address presented to
him by the militia veterans. But despite some detailed statistics and other interesting information, there is
no reference to Laura Secord. The novelty of such a signatory surely would have excited editorial interest,
had it been allowed. See Globe, 26 Sept. 1860, p. 4, c. 1. A request of the Royal Archives failed to uncover
the original address, and so a confirmation of Secord’s signature was not possible.

If, as the author contends, Secord was not allowed to sign the address of the militia veterans, it might
explain a seeming determination on her part to push the matter. The outcome was a special introduction
to the prince, her own address, and a gift of £100.

NOTLM, Brock Cenotaph Correspondence, Thomas to MacNab, 1 Aug. 1860, acc. 989.5.31. The architect,
William Thomas, had also designed Brock’s new monument. In both cases, the building contractor was
John Worthington of Toronto.

The date of the visit was not finalized for some time, and it remained uncertain until at least the end of
August. See St. Catharines Journal, 6 Sept. 1860, p. 1, c. 3.

NOTLM, Brock Cenotaph Correspondence, Thomas to MacNab, 9 Aug. 1860, acc. 989.5.30. Although
Thomas plotted these sites on a map that he sketched for MacNab, this all-important enclosure has gone
missing.
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Ibid., Thomas to MacNab, 4 Aug. 1860, acc. 989.5.32.
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Ibid., 9 Aug. 1860, acc. 989.5.30. Thomas thought the local residents would prefer to see the obelisk erected
in a “public road,” as opposed to having it “cornered up on private property.”

Ibid., MacNab to MacDougal, 10 Aug. 1860, acc. 992.5.297. The meeting at Queenston took place on 17
August 1860. See Leader, 25 Aug. 1860, p. 2, c. 6.
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Globe, 19 Sept. 1860, p. 2, c. 4.
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Ibid., c. 5.
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Royal Archives, Victorian Additional Papers (VIC/ADD/A/3/21), Albert Edward, Prince of Wales, to
Queen Victoria, 23 Sept. 1860.

Globe, 19 Sept. 1860, p. 2, c. 5.

Times, 4 Oct. 1860, p. 4, c. 1. At the end of 1837, a party of Canadian Militia crossed the Niagara River and
seized the American steamboat Caroline, which was then sent ablaze over the Falls. The justification for
the attack was the Caroline’s use by Canadian rebels led by William Lyon Mackenzie, who were based on
Navy Island. The militia leader who led the attack against the Caroline was Allan Napier MacNab.

Times, 4 Oct. 1860, p. 4, c. 1. James Wolfe was the major general who commanded the British expedition to
Quebec in 1759.

Globe, 19 Sept. 1860, p. 2, c. 5.

Ibid.

For Secord’s address, see LAC, Office of the Governor General of Canada Papers, Records Relating to
Royal Visits and Vice Regal Tours, 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales (RG 7, G23), vol. 1, file 2, “Laura
Secord’s Address to the Prince of Wales,” 1860.

For the date of the church service, see New York Herald, 17 Sept. 1860, p. 1, c. 5; Robert Cellem, Visit of His
Royal Highness the Prince of Wales (Toronto, 1861), 309.

Although Secord’s address is undated, James Cummings, in his capacity as warden of Welland County,
certified it on 10 September 1860. Therefore, Secord’s introduction to the prince was not likely a
spontaneous meeting. See LAC, Office of the Governor General of Canada Papers, Records Relating to
Royal Visits and Vice Regal Tours, 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales (RG 7, G23), vol. 1, file 2, “Laura
Secord’s Address to the Prince of Wales,” 1860.

Secord received word of the prince’s gift in March of 1861. See LAC, Governor General’s Office, Civil
Secretary’s Correspondence, Governor General’s Secretary (RG 7, G20), vols. 81-2, no. 9499, Secord to
Pennefather, 28 Mar. 1861.

LAC, Office of the Governor General of Canada Papers, Records Relating to Royal Visits and Vice Regal
Tours, 1860 Visit of the Prince of Wales (RG 7, G23), vol. 1, file 2, “Laura Secord’s Address to the Prince of
Wales,” 1860.

The prince engaged in “a short battle with the artist, Mr. Bellringer, of Toronto, as to the propriety

of standing in a certain position, the prince insisting that it was too much in the sun, and the artist
insinuating that His Highness did not know anything at all about it, which was, in the main true—the
prince got into the desired position, and bidding his noisy suite to be quiet, was successfully taken, hat in
hand, in about twenty seconds.” See Leader, 19 Sept. 1860, p. 2, c. 4.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Ibid.

Globe, 20 Sept. 1860, p. 2, c. 8.

OA, William Hamilton Merritt Family Papers (F 662), package no. 9, “Prince of Wales’ Visit,” Clark to
Merritt, 22 Sept. 1860.

Canadian military historian Charles P. Stacey recognized the psychological significance of Brock’s
Monument during a 1958 speech to the Ontario Historical Society. Acknowledging that Upper Canada
“had been successfully defended against heavy odds” during the War of 1812, he added, “Great deeds had
been done, and good blood spilled, upon its soil; and future generations of Upper Canadians would look
back to the years 1812-14 as a heroic age, whose symbol was the tall shaft they erected on the battlefield of
Queenston Heights.” See C[harles] P. Stacey, “The War of 1812 in Canadian History,” Ontario History 50,
no. 3 (1958): 159.

MacNab died 8 August 1862; Merritt died 5 July 1862; and Clark died 12 July 1862. For their obituaries,
see Globe, 16 Aug. 1862, p. 2, c. 1; ibid., 8 July 1862, p. 2, c. 4; ibid., 16 July 1862, p. 2, c. 8.
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Montgomery).

[Charles] P. Stacey, Canada and the British Army, 1846-1871, rev. ed. (University of Toronto Press, 2018),
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Times, 25 June 1861, p. 7, c. 4.

Ibid,, c. 5.
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experience, in part because it was cheap, and in part because of the exaggerated accounts of the militia’s
prowess during the War of 1812. All the time the threats to Canadian security remained abstract and
hypothetical, and there was a British garrison in North America, governments had no reason to anger
their constituents by initiating fundamental reforms of the country’s military system.” See Stephen J.
Harris, Canadian Brass: The Making of a Professional Army, 1860-1939 (University of Toronto Press,
1988), 216. Also see the same source at 6 and 12.

Stacey, Canada and the British Army, 128.
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Stacey, Canada and the British Army, 152. McGee was the Irish Canadian member of Parliament for
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Jewel L. Spangler and Frank Towers (Fordham University Press, 2020), 45-6.

As Charles P. Stacey wrote of the situation, “With American soldiers everywhere, there were capital
opportunities for practitioners of unofficial war; and Irish-Americans were soon playing with the idea

of striking at England through her possessions in America.” See Stacey, Canada and the British Army,
189. However, as another Canadian historian cautioned, the assumption that the Fenian raiders were all
discharged Irish American veterans of the Civil War was “a lightly tested notion.” See Colin Read, review
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of The Last Invasion of Canada: The Fenian Raids, 1866-1870, by Hereward Senior, in American Historical
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Senior, 88. The Fenian dead numbered about the same as that of the Canadian Militia, along with
“several” wounded.
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done by the Canadians, and done rather badly).” See Stacey, Canada and the British Army, 191.

Globe, 26 Oct. 1866, p. 3, c. 2.

The chairman was Edward Lee, warden of Welland County. See ibid.
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Vronsky, Ridgeway, 250-3.

Globe, 26 Oct. 1866, p. 3, c. 2. Currie was the member of the Legislative Council of the Province of Canada
representing the Niagara electoral district. See Clharles] H. Mackintosh, ed., The Canadian Parliamentary
Companion, and Annual Register, 1877 (Ottawa, 1877), 253.

Parliamentary Debates on the Subject of the Confederation of the British North American Provinces
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McGiverin’s wife, whom he married in 1851, was Jane Clark. See William F. Coffin, 1812; The War, and Its
Moral: A Canadian Chronicle (Montreal, 1864), 150; Rev. Robert Ker, ed., St. George’s Parish Church, St.
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Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates, 3rd ser. (London, 1865), vol. 177, col. 1580.

Ibid., vol. 178, col. 1593.
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Edward Whelan, The Union of the British Provinces (Charlottetown, PEI, 1865), 176-7. Charles Fisher
was a former attorney general in New Brunswick and a prominent reform politician in that colony. The
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In discussing Carl Berger’s reappraisal of those imperialists who supported some form of federation
between Britain and its colonies in the years leading up to the First World War, Phillip Buckner disclosed
alittle-known fact: that “Berger’s attempt to rehabilitate the imperial federalists was never accepted by
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Moreover, Buckner recognized that there were very few anti-imperialists—and that many imperialists
were Canadians who preferred a decentralized form of empire. Frequently mislabelled as nationalists
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against the demagoguery of American patriots, and the southerners, who were struggling to preserve
their identity and way of life.” See Norman Knowles, “Denison, George Taylor,” Dictionary of Canadian
Biography, 15:271.

George T. Denison, Soldiering in Canada: Recollections and Experiences, 2nd ed. (George N. Morang and
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Denison, 14. By referring to the Battle of Queenston Heights as the first battle, Denison probably meant
the first major battle of the War of 1812.
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Norman Knowles identified five characteristics of the Loyalist tradition: (1) an unfailing devotion to the
British monarchy and empire; (2) a strong and pervasive anti-Americanism; (3) a willingness to suffer
and sacrifice for the sake of principle; (4) a perception of elite social origins; and (5) a conservative social
vision. See Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists, 3.
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Elisabeth Wallace, Goldwin Smith: Victorian Liberal (University of Toronto Press, 1957), 53; Ramsay
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to foist all obligations off on Britain, nor any wish for a larger scope for Canada in managing her own
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See Careless, Brown of the Globe, 1:232-3, and 2:61, 72.
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(University of Calgary Press, 2018).
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Norman Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists: The Ontario Loyalist Tradition and the Creation of Usable Pasts
(University of Toronto Press, 1997), 139.

Knowles, 141. In the same source, also see 145, 149-50. The historical precedence dated back to the
order-in-council of 1789, by which it was resolved that every Loyalist and “all their children and their
descendants by either sex are to be distinguished by the following capitals affixed to their names: U.E.,
alluding to their great principle, the unity of the empire” (21).

Knowles, 139-40. Norman Knowles described the ethos of the association as “exclusive, conservative, and
defensive” (139).

As Carl Berger acknowledged, many English Canadians perceived a connection between racial
considerations and societal advancement. But he also recognized that the “familiar language of racism,”
so often associated with references to the Anglo-Saxon race, was sometimes “simply a synonym for a total
culture which was itself understood to be the product of history and not only racial instincts.” See Carl
Berger, The Sense of Power: Studies in the Ideas of Canadian Imperialism, 1867-1914 (University of Toronto
Press, 1970), 117.

Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists, 156.

Actually, the vessels in question were two merchant schooners—the Mary and the Ellen. See Guy St-Denis,
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(Spring 2019): 78.

Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists, 155. For additional information regarding Burton’s failed attempt to
raise and remove the schooners, see Chatham (ON) Daily Planet, 19 Aug. 1905, p. 1, c. 3; ibid., 11 Sept.
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threat of German expansionism, Hughes assured his audience that “war is closer than you dream.” See
Globe, 8 Aug. 1912, p. 1, c. 5. He likely caused a greater controversy, however, when he bluntly stated
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George S. B. Jarvis, which was published in the mid-1850s. See Glilbert] Auchinleck, A History of the War
Between Great Britain and the United States of America (Toronto, 1855), 104-5.
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between 1903 and 1909, including The Story of the Trapper (1902), Pathfinders of the West (1904), Vikings of
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Brock.” See Fraser, Brock Centenary, 69-70.
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For Nursey’s book, see Walter R. Nursey, The Story of Isaac Brock: Hero, Defender and Saviour of Upper
Canada, 1812, 1st ed. (William Briggs, 1908).

Wrong and Langton, review of The Story of Isaac Brock, 39.
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2nd ed. (William Briggs, 1912), 858; Globe, 18 Aug. 1909, p. 14, c. 3; Toronto Daily Star, 14 Mar. 1927, p. 1,
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Ibid. Pyne was determined to lead the way in creating a sentiment of patriotism and loyalty among the
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Wrong and Langton, review of The Story of Isaac Brock, 39. For a similar assessment, see “The Way of
Letters,” Canadian Magazine 32, no. 5 (Mar. 1909): 479. As Nursey later gloated, his “book met with
instant recognition from ‘grown ups’ as well as young people.” See Nursey, Story of Isaac Brock, new ed.
(1923),9.

The colour illustrations represented “an expense that is not often incurred in the making of a book to sell
at less than a dollar a volume.” See “Way of Letters,” 479. While Dent was the first of Brock’s biographers
to make use of illustrations, they were limited to biographical sketches. The earliest book-length biography
to be illustrated was Nursey’s Story of Isaac Brock.

Although Nursey claimed to have consulted over a hundred books and documents, his research was at
best glancing. For his sources, see Nursey, Story of Isaac Brock, 1st ed. (1908), v, and new ed. (1923), 227-8.
As for Nursey’s mythological overtones, consider his unquestioning acceptance of Brock’s betrothal to
Sophia Shaw, which is pure myth. See Nursey, Story of Isaac Brock, new ed. (1923), 211-13.

See, for example, Quebec Gazette, 29 Oct. 1812, p. 2, c. 1; Kingston (UC) Gazette, 7 Nov. 1812, p. 4, ¢. 1;
Quebec Mercury, 22 June 1813, p. 195, c. 1. Although Nursey listed the Kingston Gazette in the 1923 reprint
of his book, there is no reference to the obituary in the issue of 7 November 1812. See Nursey, Story of
Isaac Brock, new ed. (1923), 228.

Quebec Mercury, 22 June 1813, p. 195, c. 1.
Quebec Gazette, 29 Oct. 1812, p. 2,¢. 1
AO, Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers (F 1081), [Robinson to Tupper], 15 Apr. 1846.

British Colonist (Toronto), 12 Aug. 1840, p. 1, c. 6. Robinson’s remarks about Brock’s death formed part
of his speech at the Indignation Meeting held on Queenston Heights (30 July 1840). This was after the
destruction of Brock’s first monument by Benjamin Lett the previous April.

Ferdinand Brock Tupper, Family Records ([St. Peter Port, Guernsey], 1835). After the publication of
Tupper’s Family Records in 1835, as well as two editions of the Life and Correspondence of Major-General
Sir Isaac Brock in 1845 and 1847, a number of lengthy excerpts were serialized. See Chronicle and Gazette
(Kingston, UC), 22 Feb. 1837, p. 1, c. 4; ibid., 25 Feb. 1837, p. 2, c. 2; ibid., 1 Mar. 1837, p. 1, c. 4; Montreal
Gazette, 29 Aug. 1845, p. 2, c. 1; ibid., 5 Sept. 1845; British Colonist, 5 Sept. 1845, p. 2, c. 3; ibid., 16 Sept.
1845, p. 2, c. 6; Colburn’s United Service Magazine (Apr. 1848), pt. 1:616-26.

Tupper completed most of the manuscript over the course of nineteen days at sea, while en route from Rio
de Janeiro to Salvador da Bahia. His biography of Sir Isaac Brock was written largely from memory. See
Tupper, Family Records, vii-viii. Despite the limited scope of Tupper’s work, his Family Records received
favourable notice in Guernsey. See Jonathan Duncan, review of Family Records, by Ferdinand Brock
Tupper, in Guernsey and Jersey Magazine 1 (1836): 124-8.

While Brock’s personal effects were turned over to William Brock, an older brother who lived in London,
most of the items were soon after transferred to Guernsey and into his brother Savery Brock’s possession.

Ferdinand Brock Tupper, ed., The Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., 1st ed.
(London, 1845), v.

This decision was likely made by Savery Brock’s wife. The former Elizabeth de Lisle would have been
influenced by Guernsey’s ancient law of primogeniture, which gave preference to first-born males in all
matters of inheritance. As Tupper himself explained it, there were “no male descendants living of the
brothers of Sir Isaac Brock.” Therefore, as the “eldest son of his elder sister,” he was recognized as Brock’s
“legal representative,” or heir. Originally, the intended recipient had been the second son of Daniel de
Lisle Brock. But with the death of Captain Eugene Brock in February of 1844, Tupper became next in line
to inherit Brock’s personal effects (minus the portrait by Schipper). See McCord Stewart Museum, War of
1812 Collection (C 177), Tupper to Perry, 22 Oct. 1855. Tupper’s genealogical interest may have prompted
an early transfer of the papers, as they appear to have been in his possession by the time of Savery Brock’s
death in August of 1844. See Ferdinand Brock Tupper, ed., The Life and Correspondence of Major-General
Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., 2" ed. (London, 1847), iii, vii, 420.

Archives de la Ville de Montréal (AVM), Collection Philéas Gagnon (BM007), série 1, dossier 25, piece
P0022, Tupper to Glegg, 28 June 1844; Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock,
2nd ed. (1847), 420.

The full citation for this first venture is Ferdinand Brock Tupper, ed., The Life and Correspondence of
Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., 1st ed. (London, 1845).

Tupper also admitted to a lack of preparation, which was occasioned by constant demands upon his time
and his father’s final, fatal illness. See Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock,
2nd ed. (1847), iii.

Typical of the positive response that greeted Tupper’s book in Canada was that of the Montreal Gazette,
which pronounced, “we have every reason to believe that it will be hailed with satisfaction by the
numerous friends of the late General [Brock] throughout the Canadas.” See Montreal Gazette, 29 Aug.
1845, p. 2, c. 1. However, not everyone was so enamoured with Tupper’s literary contribution, and the
editor of the United Service Gazette took exception with Tupper’s attacks on Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe. For a
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portion of the heated exchange that followed, see Naval and Military Gazette (London), 25 Oct. 1845, p.
684, c. 2-p. 685, . 3; United Service Gazette (London), 22 Nov. 1845, p. 4, c. 2.

Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 2nd ed. (1847), iv-v. Much of Tupper’s
motivation was derived from a perceived slight by Major General Henry Procter, or someone in his circle.
As Tupper later publicly observed, an article published in the Quarterly Review for July of 1822 gave more
credit to then “Colonel Proctor [sic], for the capture of Detroit, than to Major-General Brock, although the
former advised the latter not to cross the [Detroit] river!” See Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-
General Sir Isaac Brock, 2nd ed. (1847), 308. For the offending portion of the article, see “Campaigns in the
Canadas,” Quarterly Review 27, no. 54 (July 1822): 409.

For an example of the praise Tupper’s second edition received, see review of The Life and Correspondence
of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., edited by Ferdinand Brock Tupper, in Colburn’s United Service
Magazine (Apr. 1848), pt. 1:616-26.

Carl Berger, Sense of Power, 106. See also Berger, 78-108; Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists, 26-47.
Berger, Sense of Power, 106.

Berger, 105.

Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 1st ed. (1845), 415.

Trent University, Thomas J. Bata Library, Trent University Archives, Gilbert and Stewart Bagnani Papers
(94-016), General Correspondence (series A), Tupper to Robinson, 25 Jan. 1882.

“Certain it is,” Tupper wrote, “that Major-General Brock did not approve of the defensive warfare to
which he was restricted, and subsequent events too truly proved that had he been permitted to pursue
that course which his zeal and foresight dictated, his valuable life might have been spared.” See Tupper,
Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 1st ed. (1845), 278-9. See also Tupper, Life and
Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 2nd ed. (1847), 297.

As Tupper discovered, his uncle “was not in the habit of committing to paper any private details of his life
or services, with the exception of a few lines relative to the expedition to Detroit.” See Tupper, Life and
Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 2nd ed. (1847), v.

While Tupper’s mother is not acknowledged in his Family Records, or either edition of his Life and
Correspondence, there is evidence that he obtained information from her—particularly about the mutiny
at Fort George in 1803. See AVM, Collection Philéas Gagnon (BM007), série 1, dossier 25, piece P0022,
Tupper to Glegg, 28 June 1844. Elizabeth (Brock) Tupper lived until October of 1847, long enough for her
to have contributed to the making of her son’s Life and Correspondence, which was published earlier that
same year. For her obituary, see Colburn’s United Service Magazine (Dec. 1847), pt. 3:639.

There might have been other aged Guernsey islanders who remembered Brock as a boy, but there is no
evidence that Tupper ever approached any of them. Instead, he seems to have been content with a cursory
overview of his uncle’s childhood.

Savery Brock acknowledged that James FitzGibbon was a “favorite and protegé [sic] of my late brother.”
See Library and Archives Canada (LAC), Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG
5, Al), vol. 39, Brock to Maitland, 30 Apr. 1818, 18351.

Thankfully, FitzGibbon’s grand-daughter took it upon herself to publish some of his other recollections.
However, a first-hand account by FitzGibbon himself would have been much preferred. See Mary Agnes
FitzGibbon, A Veteran of 1812: The Life of James FitzGibbon (Toronto, 1894).

Toronto Reference Library, Marilyn and Charles Baillie Special Collections Centre, Baldwin Collection of
Canadian, Manuscript Collection, Letter, FitzGibbon to McKenzie, 10 May 1855.

Ibid.

An initial offer to provide Tupper with a document regarding the mutiny at Fort George in 1803 was
rescinded, with the excuse that it could not be located. See AO, Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers (F 1081),
Glegg to Tupper, 8 July 1844. In relaying this disappointing news, Glegg expressed his opinion that it was
best not to mention the mutiny, as it might “prove offensive to my old gallant corps (the 49th Regt) and
certainly very painful to the officer who then had the command of it.” See ibid., 23 July 1844.

As Glegg confessed to William Brock in 1813, “At one time I had thoughts of writing the first campaign
and wrote a preface which I intended should shew the wisdom and foresight of your illustrious brother,
but finding myself bound to relate so many strong facts affecting my superiors, I paused for reasons, which
in a military man you will I think consider prudent.” See ibid., Glegg to Brock, 30 Dec. 1813.

Ibid., Glegg to Tupper, 8 July 1844.

In alightly disguised reference, Tupper lauded Glegg as the officer who, “from having served on the
personal staff of the general, both at Detroit and Queens[ton], and long enjoyed his esteem and friendship,
was in every way more qualified for the task.” See Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir
Isaac Brock, 2nd ed. (1847), v.

For Prevost’s perceived faults, see Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 1st
ed. (1845), 206-7, 258-9, 274, 276-8, 349, 353, 356-7, 369, 418-19. Tupper even went so far as to blame
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Prevost for his uncle’s death, “hastened as he believes it was by the defensive policy and mistaken views of
Sir George Prevost.” See ibid., 376.

As an example of the critical reaction Tupper faced, see [John Richardson], “Major-General Sir Isaac
Brock, and the 41st Regiment,” Colburn’s United Service Magazine (Mar. 1846), pt. 1:440-7. For Tupper’s
response, see Flerdinand] Brock Tupper, “Major-General Sir Isaac Brock and the 41st Regiment,”
Colburn’s United Service Magazine (Apr. 1846), pt. 1:598-600.

In defending his criticisms of Sir Roger Hale Sheaffe to Chief Justice John Beverley Robinson, Tupper
offered valuable insight regarding his approach to historical writing. Taking the moral high ground, he
claimed that his “offence has been not the perversion of truth, but its fearless utterance.” Furthermore,
“truth is not always to be with-held because its expression may wound the feelings of public men, whose
acts have subjected them to public censure—if it were, history and biography would cease to be guiding
stars, and above all would offer no wholesome restraint to the cruel, or corrupt, or incompetent exercise
of authority.” See AO, John Beverley Robinson Family Papers (F 44), Private Letters Chiefly from Men in
Public Life, Tupper to Robinson, 2 June 1846, pp. 752-3. For all Tupper’s lofty expressions of objectivity,
however, it seems that he did not hold his uncle to the same exacting standards.

As the Canadian journalist, poet, and feminist Sarah Anne Curzon observed in 1895, when Tupper’s
biography of Brock appeared, “now nearly half a century ago, it was hailed with enthusiasm, both in
England and Canada, and few respectable libraries, public or private, were without a copy.” See [Sarah
Anne] Curzon, review of Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., by D[avid] B. Read, in
Canadian Magazine 4, no. 5 (Mar. 1895): 489.

More precisely, Tupper died 21 December 1873. It was concluded that he came to his death by falling off
a pier. Although his body was never recovered, his walking stick was found near the spot where he was
believed to have drowned. See Star (St. Peter Port, Guernsey), 23 Dec. 1873, p. 2, c. 6.

Henry J[ames] Morgan, Sketches of Celebrated Canadians (Quebec, 1862), 174-84. Morgan thought his
Sketches of Celebrated Canadians was the first “series of biographical notices or sketches,” or biographical
dictionary, to be published in Canada. See Morgan, Sketches of Celebrated Canadians, vii. However, he
was preceded by a French Canadian lawyer with a passion for history and biography. In 1858, Frangois-
Maximilien Bibaud published Le pantheon Canadien. Despite its impressive title, Bibaud’s book excluded
many of Canada’s greatest men and thereby justified Morgan’s pursuit. While Le pantheon Canadien has
an entry for Brock, it is not very expansive or accurate. See Morgan, Sketches of Celebrated Canadians, vii;
[Frangois-Maximilien] Bibaud, Le pantheon Canadien (Montreal, 1858), 51.

Berger, Sense of Power, 50; Robert Lanning, “Morgan, Henry James,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography,
14:768-9; M. Brook Taylor, Promoters, Patriots, and Partisans: Historiography in Nineteenth-Century
English Canada (University of Toronto Press, 1989), 167-9.

Morgan’s biographical sketch of Brock draws heavily on a speech by Sir Allan Napier MacNab, which was
delivered during the new monument’s inaugural ceremony in October of 1859. See Morgan, Sketches of
Celebrated Canadians, 176-84. Morgan was also indebted to Tupper, who encouraged him to make use of
the second edition of his Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock. See LAC, Henry James
Morgan Papers (MG 29, D61), Correspondence, vol. 47, Tupper to Morgan, 13 July 1861.

LAC, Henry James Morgan Papers (MG 29, D61), Correspondence, vol. 47, Tupper to Morgan, 13 July

1861. Morgan was perhaps encouraged in his quest by Sir Allan Napier MacNab, who—among other
things—was chairman of the committee that oversaw the construction of Brock’s second monument.

For many years, this portrait was thought to be the work of such artists as William Berczy and James
Sharples. However, an attribution initiated by the author has conclusively assigned the work to Gerrit
Schipper. For a study of the portrait’s provenance, see Guy St-Denis, The True Face of Sir Isaac Brock
(University of Calgary Press, 2018).

Regarding the suppression of Brock’s portrait, see St-Denis, The True Face of Sir Isaac Brock, 14-15.
Morgan, Sketches of Celebrated Canadians, 174-84.

[John Charles Dent], “Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B.,” Globe (Toronto), weekly ed., 13 Apr. 1877, pp.
237-8. Dent reprinted this sketch in 1880. See [John Charles Dent], The Canadian Portrait Gallery, 4 vols.
(Toronto, 1880-1), 1:129-40. Dent also published his sketch of Brock’s life in a more economical format.
See [John Charles Dent], Canadian Notabilities, 2 vols. (Toronto, 1880), 2:63-79. Nor was Dent alone in
his endeavour. A Montreal publisher, someone by the name of John Dougall, came up with his own article
the following year. See [John Dougall], “Sketches from Canadian History: Sir Isaac Brock,” New Dominion
Monthly 22, no. 5 (May 1878): 513-26.

G[raeme] H. Patterson, “Dent, John Charles,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 11:249. For additional
information on Dent, see Taylor, Promoters, Patriots, and Partisans, 249.

Yet, Dent was not completely despised by all Conservatives. George Taylor Denison is a case in point.
Although one of the most imperialistic Conservatives in the land, Denison thought highly enough of Dent
to sponsor his election to the Royal Society of Canada. See Patterson, “Dent, John Charles,” 11:249.
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This phrase, although not strictly accurate, expressed a popular belief well into the twentieth century—
especially in Guernsey, where it was perpetuated in the form of a plaque on Brock’s boyhood home. For a
newspaper report on the unveiling ceremony, see Times (London), 9 May 1934, p. 9, c. 4.

Berger, Sense ofPower, 98.

For the quote, see The Canadian Biographical Dictionary and Portrait Gallery of Eminent and Self-Made
Men, Ontario Volume (Toronto, 1880), 454. See also Judson D. Purdy, “Hodgins, John George,” Dictionary
of Canadian Biography, 14:496-9.

The Educational Museum, which formed part of the Normal School (or Teachers’ College) complex, was
“established to provide examples of the best teaching methods and resources.” See Purdy, “Hodgins, John
George,” 14:497.

Dent, Canadian Portrait Gallery, 1:129-40; Dent, Canadian Notabilities, 2:63-79.

Dent, Canadian Portrait Gallery, 1:139.

For the entries pertaining to Brock, see H[enry] M[anners] C[hichester], “Brock, Sir Isaac,” Dictionary of
National Biography, 6:367-8, and Clharles] P. Stacey, “Brock, Sir Isaac,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography,
5:109-15. Both Chichester and Stacey were well-respected military historians, as is John Sweetman. It
was Sweetman who wrote Brock’s biography for the Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, a revamped
version of the earlier Dictionary of National Biography. See John Sweetman, “Brock, Sir Isaac,” Oxford
Dictionary of National Biography, 7:749-50.

Commemorative Biographical Record of the County of York, Ontario (J. H. Beers and Company, 1907), 13.
David B. Read, The Lives of the Judges of Upper Canada and Ontario (Toronto, 1888).

Read, 1; John D. Blackwell, “Read, David Breakenridge,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 13:858-9.
Dlavid] B. Read, The Life and Times of Gen. John Graves Simcoe (Toronto, 1890).

There is evidence that Read was actively researching the life of Sir Isaac Brock as early as September of
1890, and perhaps even earlier. See LAC, George Murray Jarvis Papers (MG 29, D34), Read to Jarvis, 15
Sept. 1890.

Read, Lives of the Judges, 409.

Dlavid] B. Read, Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B. (Toronto, 1894). This book was
essentially a vanity press publication. See Janet B. Friskney, “Beyond the Shadow of William Briggs Part II:
Canadian Authored Titles and the Commitment to Canadian Writing,” Papers of the Bibliographic Society
of Canada 35, no. 2 (Jan. 1997): 175.

Norman Patterson, “Mr. Willison’s ‘Laurier,” review of Sir Wilfrid Laurier and the Liberal Party: A
Political History, by John S. Willison, in Canadian Magazine 20, no. 5 (Mar. 1903): 474.

In his preface, Read claims that he was “influenced by a desire to place before the Canadian public, in a
compact form, the life of a soldier who, by common consent of the people, was given the title of “The Hero
of Upper Canada.”” See Read, Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, preface.

Read, 260-6. While Britain’s armed forces offered a strong deterrent to any military aggression against its
North American colonies, Canadians still feared an attack from the United States. The recurring debate
about an American annexation of Canada was also a cause for concern. But by the time Read began work
on Brock’s biography, the annexation movement was losing its appeal. See Donald F. Warner, The Idea of
Continental Union (University of Kentucky Press for the Mississippi Valley Historical Association, 1960),
238.

Read, Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 263.
Read, 263-4.

For a sampling of the favourable reviews, see [James E. Wells], ““The Hero of Upper Canada,”” review of
Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., by D[avid] B. Read, in Educational Journal 8, no.

17 (15 Jan. 1895): 262; “Of the Making of Books . . . There Is No End,” review of Life and Times of Major-
General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., by D[avid] B. Read, in Globe, 26 Jan. 1895, p. 9, c. 3; “New Books from Wm.
Briggs,” review of Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., by David B. Read, in Books and
Notions 11, no. 1 (Jan. 1895): 14; George M. Grant, review of Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac
Brock, K.B., by David B. Read, in Week 12, no. 13 (22 Feb. 1895): 301-2; “Some New Books,” review of Life
and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., by D[avid] B. Read, in Globe, 16 Mar. 1895, p. 10, c. 2;
[Sarah Anne] Curzon, review of Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., by D[avid] B. Read,
in Canadian Magazine 4, no. 5 (Mar. 1895): 489.

Read, Life and Times of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, 120. Although most of the British Army was
recalled from Canada in 1871, its records were left behind and transferred to the newly established
Dominion Archives in 1873. See [Ernest A.] Cruikshank, Inventory of the Military Documents in the
Canadian Archives (Government Printing Bureau, 1910), 3.

Thomas Guthrie Marquis, a Canadian writer who would go on to pen his own biography of Brock, thought
that Read’s Life and Times “often looks as though he deliberately took up side issues for the purpose of
padding his book.” See Adam Shortt and Arthur G. Doughty, eds., Canada and Its Provinces: A History
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of the Canadian People and Their Institutions by One Hundred Associates, 23 vols. (Glasgow, Brook and
Company, 1914), 12:508.

Erin Breault, “Ridout, Matilda,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 13:869.

Matilda Ridout’s grandfather was Thomas Ridout, and her father was Thomas Gibbs Ridout. Her uncles
who served in the militia were Samuel Smith Ridout and George Ridout. Another uncle, John Ridout, was
a member of the provincial marine. See Robert J. Burns, “Ridout, Thomas Gibbs,” Dictionary of Canadian
Biography, 9:661; Robert J. Burns, “Ridout, Samuel Smith,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 8:749;
Thomas H. B. Symons, “Ridout, George,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 10:618; L. Homfray Irving,
Officers of the British Forces in Canada During the War of 1812-15 (Welland Tribune Print, 1908), 67, 205.
Maud J. McLean and Robert M. Stamp, My Dearest Wife (Natural Heritage, 1998), 162; Breault, “Ridout,
Matilda,” 13:870.

Matilda Edgar, Ten Years of Upper Canada in Peace and War, 1805-1815 (Toronto, 1890). The “labour of
love” reference is taken from the last page of the introduction.

For a selection of the reviews, see review of Ten Years of Upper Canada in Peace and War, 1805-15, by
Matilda Ridout, in Week 8, no. 6 (9 Jan. 1891): 95; review of Ten Years of Upper Canada in Peace and War,
1805 to 1815, by Matilda Edgar, in Methodist Magazine 33, no. 2 (Feb. 1891): 210; review of Ten Years of
Upper Canada in Peace and War, by Mrs. Matilda Edgar, in Books and Notions 7, no. 2 (Feb. 1891): 8,

10; and [Sarah Anne] Curzon, review of Ten Years of Upper Canada in Peace and War, 1805-15, by Mrs.
Edgar, in Dominion Illustrated 6, no. 133 (17 Jan. 1891): 65.

“Sketch of Lady Edgar’s Life,” Women’s Canadian Historical Society of Toronto Transaction 8 (1914): 3.

Paul Stevens, “Edgar, Sir James David,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 12:294; McLean and Stamp, My
Dearest Wife, 235, 239-46.

The other co-editor was Duncan Campbell Scott, a Canadian civil servant and poet.

Globe, 18 Nov. 1903, p. 12, c. 1.

Ibid.

Ibid.

For the book, see Lady [Matilda] Edgar, General Brock (Morang and Company, 1904). See also McLean
and Stamp, My Dearest Wife, 247. For a selection of the reviews, see Globe, Saturday Magazine Section,

4 Feb. 1905, p. 4, cc. 1-4; [Ernest A.] Cruikshank, review of General Brock, by Lady Edgar, in Review of
Historical Publications Relating to Canada 10 (1906): 63-6. Edgar’s General Brock was reprinted in 1906,
and every year between 1909 and 1912. In 1926, a new edition was published with additional print runs

in 1927 and 1928. It should be noted, however, that the American historian Charles Moore was less than
impressed with Edgar’s writing abilities, calling her General Brock “a plain tale of a popular hero,” while
at the same time acknowledging its “strong appeal to Canadian patriotism.” See Charles Moore, review of
General Brock, by Lady Edgar, in American Historical Review 11, no. 1 (Oct. 1905): 201.

The Canadian military historian Lieutenant Colonel Ernest A. Cruikshank duly noted a number of
mistakes, and also deplored the lack of both a bibliography and an adequate index. See Cruikshank,
review of General Brock, 63-6.

McLean and Stamp, My Dearest Wife, 247.

NOTES TO CHAPTER 4

1

For the success of Morang’s Makers of Canada series, see Kenneth N. Windsor, “Historical Writing in
Canada to 1920,” in Literary History of Canada: Canadian Literature in English, 2nd ed., 4 vols., ed. Carl F.
Klinck (University of Toronto Press, 1990), 1:242.

Walter R. Nursey, The Story of Isaac Brock: Hero, Defender and Saviour of Upper Canada, 1812, 1st ed.
(William Briggs, 1908), 173-4.

The first three books in this new series were published by the beginning of June 1912. See Globe (Toronto),
1June 1912, p. 18, c. 5.

Brock’s biography was third in line after those of Wolfe and Montcalm, the British and French
commanders at the Battle of the Plains of Abraham in 1759. Of the planned forty or more volumes, only
three were actually published. For the plans regarding Morang’s new series, see Globe, 15 June 1912, p. 18,
c. 1

In 1912, the Morang Company’s precarious financial situation forced its sale to the Macmillan Company
of Canada. See Bruce Whiteman, “The Early History of the Macmillan Company of Canada, 1905-1921,”
Papers of the Bibliographical Society of Canada 23, no. 1 (1984): 72-3.

Given that Lieutenant Colonel William Wood, who was considered one of Canada’s chief authorities

on the Seven Years’ War, was chosen to write the biographies of Wolfe and Montcalm, it would appear
that the editor of Morang’s Chronicles of Canada for Boys and Girls series, John C. Saul, gave serious
thought to the authors he commissioned. See George M. Wrong and W{illiam] Stewart Wallace, review
of Montcalm: The Hero of a Lost Cause and Wolfe: The Hero of Quebec, by William Wood, and Brock:
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The Hero of Upper Canada, by Thomas Guthrie Marquis, in Review of Historical Publications Relating to
Canada 17 (1913): 28.

This sketch was included in two simultaneously published children’s books. See [Agnes M. Machar] and
T[homas] G. Marquis, ed., Heroes of Canada, Based Upon “Stories of New France” (Toronto, 1893), 85-90;
[Agnes M. Machar] and T[homas] G. Marquis, Stories from Canadian History, Based Upon “Stories of
New France” (Toronto, 1893), 85-90. In 1903, Marquis contributed the same material to another juvenile
publication. See T[homas] G. Marquis, Builders of Canada from Cartier to Laurier (Bradley-Garretson
Company, 1903), 204-11.

Henry James Morgan, ed., The Canadian Men and Women of the Time, 2nd ed. (William Briggs, 1912),
731.

Morgan, 731.

Thomas Guthrie Marquis, Brock: The Hero of Upper Canada (Morang and Company, 1912), 1.

Marquis, 1-2.

McMaster University moved to Hamilton, Ontario, in 1930 with opening ceremonies held in November of
that year. See Charles M. Johnston, McMaster University, 2 vols. (University of Toronto Press, 1981), 2:38.
Wi(illiam] S[tewart] Wallace, “Canadian History and Biography,” in The Year Book of Canadian Art, 1913,
comp. Peter Donovan et al. (J. M. Dent and Sons, [1913]), 19. At the time, Wallace was also co-editor of
the Review of Historical Publications Relating to Canada, which in 1920 became the Canadian Historical
Review.

Wallace, 23.

Wrong and Wallace, review of Montcalm and Wolfe by Wood, and Brock by Marquis, 28.

Nursey’s Story of Isaac Brock was also taken into consideration by the editors of the Review of Historical
Publications Relating to Canada. There was a definite lack of criticism, however, which may have had
something to do with the fact that Wallace had yet to become one of the co-editors. See George M. Wrong
and Hugh H. Langton, review of The Story of Isaac Brock, by Walter R. Nursey, in Review of Historical
Publications Relating to Canada 13 (1909): 39.

Yet, Marquis went on to author a booklet about Brock in the mid-1920s. This time it was for the Ryerson
Press series of Canadian History Readers. See T[homas] G. Marquis, Sir Isaac Brock (Ryerson Press,
[19267)).

Nursey’s Story of Isaac Brock was reprinted twice in 1909. A new edition was released in 1923.

After its publication in 1904, Edgar’s General Brock was reprinted in 1905, 1906, 1909, 1910, 1911, and
1912. This book was subsequently republished by Oxford University Press in 1926.

Hugh S. Eayrs, Sir Isaac Brock (Macmillan Company of Canada, 1918).

According to Macmillan historian Ruth Panofsky, Eayrs came to Canada in 1912. He became the
company’s president in 1921. See Ruth Panofsky, The Literary Legacy of the Macmillan Company of
Canada (University of Toronto Press, 2012), 65-6, 68.

While this increase in book sales has also been linked to Canada’s growing population, the effect of the
First World War offers a more compelling explanation. In any case, Christmas book sales set new records
every year from 1914 to 1919. See Panofsky, 52, 78.

Globe, 1 Nov. 1924, p. 23, c. 6.

Charles H. J. Snider, review of Sir Isaac Brock, by Hugh S. Eayrs, in Canadian Historical Review 5, no. 4
(Dec. 1924): 360.

Snider, 360.

Snider, 360.

Snider, 360.

Eayrs’s Sir Isaac Brock was obviously popular with the reading public, as it was reprinted in 1924, 1926,
and 1927.

It has been estimated that between the mid-1890s and the First World War, no fewer than fourteen
publishing firms were established in Toronto. See Whiteman, “Early History of the Macmillan Company
of Canada,” 68.

Susan R. Fisher, Boys and Girls in No Man’s Land: English-Canadian Children and the First World War
(University of Toronto Press, 2011), 54.

Robert H. MacDonald, Sons of the Empire: The Frontier and the Boy Scout Movement, 1890-1918
(University of Toronto Press, 1993), 16.

Ronald Caplan, ed., Cape Breton Lives: A Book from Cape Breton’s Magazine (Breakwater Books, 1988),
150.

MacDonald, Sons of the Empire, 194.

MacDonald, 194.
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Mark Moss, Manliness and Militarism: Educating Young Boys in Ontario for War (University of Toronto
Press, 2014), 36. See also Daphne Read, ed., The Great War and Canadian Society: An Oral History (New
Hogtown Press, 1978), 99.

One of these typical patriotic bombasts was the spiel used by a Major Brown, who in January of 1916
assured his audience at Mimico, Ontario, that “the York Rangers [127th Battalion] were living up to
General Brock’s command of ‘push on, brave York Volunteers,” and asked for more men to keep up the
traditions of the regiment.” See Globe, 15 Jan. 1916, p. 2, c. 3.

Toronto Daily News, 21 July 1915, p. 4, c. 3.

Ian Hugh Maclean Miller, Our Glory and Our Grief: Torontonians and the Great War (University of
Toronto Press, 2002), 112-13.

As William J. Campbell, an assistant professor of history at California State University, Chico, has
argued, much of this support was pragmatic. Another factor, no doubt, was duress. But whatever their
motivation, the Germans of Berlin, Ontario, reacted to the war by adhering to the norms of patriotic
behaviour expected of them while at the same time defending their place in Canadian society. See William
J. Campbell, ““We Germans . .. Are British Subjects’ The First World War and the Curious Case of Berlin,
Ontario, Canada,” Canadian Military History 21, no. 2 (Spring 2012): 45-57.

Patricia P. McKegney, The Kaiser’s Bust: A Study of War-Time Propaganda in Berlin, Ontario, 1914-1918
(Bamberg Press, 1991), 172.

McKegney, 172-3. While the resolution calling for the renaming of Berlin was framed in patriotic terms,
without explicitly mentioning commerce, the Board of Trade’s proposal was obviously self-interested.
McKegney, 173-4.

McKegney, 175-6.

McKegney, 175.

Berlin (ON) News Record, 25 Feb. 1916, p. 7, c. 4.

The complications involving Brock, Saskatchewan, and Brockville, Ontario, were raised by other
contributors to the Berlin News Record. See ibid., 26 June 1916, p. 2, c. 5, and 27 June 1916, p. 4, c. 7.

For Brockton, Brockhowe, and Brockwack, see ibid., 26 May 1916, p. 4, c. 4; ibid., 23 Mar. 1916, p. 8, c.

5; ibid., 16 Mar. 1916, p. 3, c. 5. Brockton was merely a combination of the root word with a place name
suffix; Brockhowe linked Brock with Admiral Lord Richard Howe; and Brockwack was a sincere effort to
celebrate both Brock and Corporal Edgar Wackett, one of Berlin’s First World War heroes who returned
wounded from the front in 1915. For Wackett, see ibid., 16 Oct. 1915, p. 1, c. 4.

McKegney, Kaiser’s Bust, 175. The committee rejected names that were already in use, including Brock and
Brockton. See Berlin News Record, 30 May 1916, p. 1, c. 1.

McKegney, Kaiser’s Bust, 177.

Berlin News Record, 22 June 1916, p. 1, c. 3.

Ibid., 23 June 1916, p. 4, c. 2.

Of the 892 ballots cast, 163 were spoiled. Kitchener received 346 votes and Brock 335. See ibid., 29 June
1916, p. 1, c. 4.

McKegney, Kaiser’s Bust, 178-80.
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Guy St-Denis is unquestionably the leading authority on Sir Isaac
Brock. In this pioneering and meticulously researched study, he shows
how Brock has emerged from two centuries of literature, art, sculpture,
and ceremonial homage to become a potent symbol of Canada’s right to
a national identity.

—]JoHN SUGDEN, author of Tecumseh: A Life

This is a fascinating and important study that goes well beyond Isaac
Brock’s life and death.

—DoNALD R. HICKEY, author of The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict

Major General Isaac Brock won a stunning victory at Detroit at the
outset of the War of 1812 and was recognized as the Hero of Upper
Canada. With his untimely death leading a heroic, ill-fated charge
during the Battle of Queenston Heights, Brock’s fame became firmly
entrenched in the Canadian psyche.

In High Upon His Pedestal, Guy St-Denis examines the reality of Brock’s
military efforts and the origins and evolutions of his heroic legacy. The
insights that emerge reveal a mythmaking process, from the outpouring
of grief that followed Brock’s death to the efforts of Stephen Harper’s
government to commemorate the bicentenary of the War of 1812.
St-Denis shows how Brock was used to support the Militia Myth of a
colonial society, how he served as a tool of Anglo-nationalism, and

how he remains a contested historical figure in a modern nation.

Thoroughly researched and engaging, High Upon His Pedestal is a
fascinating exploration of the ways myth shapes history.

GUY ST-DENIS holds a doctorate in history from the University of Western
Ontario, where he devoted his dissertation to Sir Isaac Brock. Having previously
written at length on the subject, he is now engaged in further investigations to
better understand Brock’s life, military career, and battlefield behaviour.
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