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Notes

N OTES TO I NTRO DUC TI O N
1	 For the range of events connected with the bicentenary celebrations, see Niagara Advance (Niagara-on-

the-Lake, ON), 10 Oct. 2012, pp. 2–4, and 17 Oct. 2012, pp. 1, 24.
2	 The collateral descendant was Stephen Sheaffe of Annerley, a suburb in Brisbane, Australia.
3	 As far as Buckner was concerned, “these fine studies have certainly made another biography [of Brock] 

unnecessary.” See Phillip Buckner, review of A Matter of Honour: The Life, Campaigns and Generalship 
of Isaac Brock, by Jonathon Riley, and The Astonishing General: The Life and Legacy of Sir Isaac Brock, by 
Wesley B. Turner, in British Journal of Canadian Studies 25, no. 2 (2012): 288.

4	 Wesley B. Turner, The Astonishing General: The Life and Legacy of Sir Isaac Brock (Dundurn Press, 2011), 9.
5	 Buckner, review of A Matter of Honour and The Astonishing General, 288.
6	 Buckner, 288.
7	 The Royal Military College was not established until 1801.
8	 Sir James H. Craig was the governor-in-chief and military commander of British North America between 

1807 and 1811.
9	 As the effect of Brock’s bold capture of Detroit was later concisely summed up, it “inspired the timid, fixed 

the wavering, and awed the disaffected.” See “Campaigns in the Canadas,” Quarterly Review 27, no. 54 
(July 1822): 410.

10	 This single-author collection was published after a festschrift had already been complied in Lower’s 
honour. For the festschrift, see W[elf] H. Heick and Roger Graham, eds., His Own Man: Essays in Honour 
of Arthur Reginald Marsden Lower (McGill-Queen’s University Press, 1974).

11	 Welf H. Heick, ed., History and Myth: Arthur Lower and the Making of Canadian Nationalism (University 
of British Columbia Press, 1975), 3.

12	 Heick, 3.
13	 Heick, 2.
14	 Heick, 2.
15	 Lower, lacking the benefit of modern scholarship, appears to have been somewhat conflicted about the 

nuanced aspects of the War of 1812. Canadian militiamen, he wrote, “were defending their hearths and 
homes. As a result they took their place on honourable terms alongside the British regulars and the regular 
‘provincial corps’ formed in the colonies, though it was the latter two categories of soldiers who did the 
serious fighting. The war could not have been conducted without the professional experience which the 
British forces contributed.” See Arthur R. M. Lower, Canadians in the Making: A Social History of Canada 
(Longmans Canada, 1958), 180.

16	 Adam Podgórecki, Jon Alexander, and Rob Shields, eds., Social Engineering (Carleton University Press, 
1996), 2–4.

17	 And yet, one professional historian, a specialist in Ontario’s colonial past, came close to making a 
connection when he found obvious traces of an orchestrated attempt to promote anti-American sentiment 
after the War of 1812. As Gerald M. Craig concluded, “Suspicion of American republicanism increased 
generally throughout the province, but it was at its highest among those in or close to the government, 
who were more than ever determined that all policy must be aimed at maintaining that line of separation 
[between Upper Canada and the United States].” While Craig perceived the role of government policies 
intended to curb American immigration and influence, he failed to grasp the broader implication of 
social engineering. See Gerald M. Craig, Upper Canada: The Formative Years, 1784–1841 (McClelland and 
Stewart, 1963), 85.
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18	 Charles James, A New and Enlarged Military Dictionary (London, 1802), n.p.
19	 Carl von Clausewitz, On War, trans. J[ames] J[ohn] Graham, 3 vols. in 1 (London, 1873), 1:24–36.
20	 Tolstoy’s reasons for being dismissive of military genius were paraphrased by his English biographer, 

who wrote, “owing to the incalculable different possibilities dependent upon even one of the incalculable 
unforeseen events that can occur at any moment, there can be no such thing as an exact science of war, 
and therefore there can be no such thing as military genius.” As was further explained, military genius 
“is simply an epithet applied to any general so long as the historical tide is flowing, quite independently, 
in the direction which happens to suit his plans.” See Derrick Leon, Tolstoy: His Life and Work (George 
Routledge and Sons, 1944), 148.

21	 Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes, Hero-Worship, and the Heroic in History (London, 1841), 316.
22	 In Brock’s time, there was an abundance of idealized male heroes—many of whom met their fate in battle 

and were then commemorated with monuments in St. Paul’s Cathedral (including Brock himself).
23	 For a broader definition of nationalism, see Ernst B. Haas, Nationalism, Liberalism, and Progress, 2 

vols. (Cornell University Press, 1997), 1:23–4. As another expert on the subject acknowledged, “Nation, 
nationality, nationalism—all have proved notoriously difficult to define.” See Benedict Anderson, 
Imagined Communities: Reflections on the Origin and Spread of Nationalism (Verso, 1983), 12.

24	 As Canadian historian Christian P. Champion observed during the bicentenary, like “other wars in 
history, 1812 contributed to the development of a cohesive society and a national spirit.” See C[hristian] P. 
Champion, “1812 and the Fathers of Confederation,” Dorchester Review 3, no. 1 (Spring–Summer 2013): 
5. An earlier adherent to this same interpretation was Allan Smith, a University of British Columbia 
history professor who dedicated his academic career to the study of Canadian nationalism. In 1974, he 
wrote about the rise of this phenomenon in what would become Ontario. It was “as early as the 1820s,” 
Smith argued, that “Upper Canadians had begun to think of their province and the larger British North 
American society of which it was a part, as potentially a great nation within the empire.” While he should 
have extended his time period back to Brock’s victory at Detroit in 1812, given its far-reaching patriotic 
effect, Smith’s interpretation was otherwise valid—as was his determination that Upper Canadians viewed 
their colony not simply as an extension of British society, but rather “a community with a character and 
experience of its own.” See Allan Smith, “Old Ontario and the Emergence of a National Frame of Mind,” 
in Aspects of Nineteenth-Century Ontario: Essays Presented to James J. Talman, ed. F. H. Armstrong, H. A. 
Stevenson, and J. D. Wilson (University of Toronto Press, 1974), 194.

N OTES TO CHAP TE R 1
1	 Macdonell was a militia officer and one of Brock’s provincial aides-de-camp.
2	 This was the observation of Lieutenant George Ridout of the York Militia, who acted as one of Macdonell’s 

pall bearers. Ridout described his experience in a letter to his brother, Captain Samuel Smith Ridout—also 
of the York Militia. See Archives of Ontario (AO), Thomas Ridout Family Papers (F 43), George Ridout to 
Samuel Ridout, 21 Oct. 1812.

3	 P[hilip] Stansbury, A Pedestrian Tour of Two Thousand Three Hundred Miles in North America (New 
York, 1822), 131. Men could also become quite emotional over Brock’s death, and as the Scottish author 
John Howison observed, “The Canadian farmers are not overburthened with sensibility, yet I have seen 
several of them shed tears, when an eulogium was pronounced upon the immortal and generous-minded 
deliverer of their country.” See John Howison, Sketches of Upper Canada (Edinburgh, 1821), 76.

4	 Both men were from the London District. Westbrook’s homestead was located in Delaware Township, 
while Watson had a settlement scheme in Westminster Township.

5	 Such was the view expressed by Alexander Hamilton to his aunt in Edinburgh, Scotland. See Library 
and Archives Canada (LAC), British Military and Naval Records, C Series (RG 8), vol. 679, Hamilton to 
Henderson, 4 July 1813, 176c.

6	 York (UC) Gazette, 20 Aug. 1812, supplement, and 29 Aug. 1812, p. 4, c. 1.
7	 York Gazette, 29 Aug. 1812, p. 4, c. 1. 
8	 Ferdinand Brock Tupper, ed., The Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, K.B., 2nd ed. 

(London, 1847), 249.
9	 Tupper, 249.
10	 AO, Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers (F 1081), Campbell to Tupper, 29 Oct. 1845.
11	 LAC, William Dummer Powell and Family Collection (MG 23, H14), Historical and Autobiographical 

Notes of W. D. Powell, 1061.
12	 National Archives and Records Administration (NARA), Papers of the Department of State (RG 59), War 

of 1812 Papers, Miscellaneous Intercepted Correspondence, Evans to Procter, 22 Oct. 1812. 
13	 For Raye, see ibid., Raye to Procter, 27 Oct. 1812. For Nicolls, see Royal Engineers Museum, Library and 

Archive, Miscellaneous Collection of Documents, Sketch of [the] Life of Genl Gustavus Nicolls, [26].
14	 LAC, Sir George Prevost Papers (MG 24, A9), Diary of Anne E. Prevost, 22 Oct. 1812.
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15	 Kingston (UC) Gazette, 7 Nov. 1812, p. 4, c. 1.
16	 Kingston Gazette, 7 Nov. 1812, p. 4, c. 1. Brock was then the president administering the civil government 

of Upper Canada in the absence of Francis Gore, the lieutenant-governor. Brock was also in command 
of the British military forces in the colony. Macdonell, in addition to his militia appointment, was also 
attorney general.

17	 As one historian commented, the ruling class of Upper Canada—the Family Compact—“regarded the 
fall of York with a mixture of shame and rage. The cause of their anger was Sheaffe’s decision to order the 
surrender of the town after first withdrawing the regulars. This it was believed was the cause of the capture 
of the town. If Sheaffe had remained the militia would, with the aid of the regulars, have beaten off the 
attack, and might even have done so without them, if Sheaffe had not ordered the surrender of the town. 
They were outraged at what they considered his supine cowardice.” See M[ax] L. Magill, “William Allan: 
A Pioneer Business Executive,” in Aspects of Nineteenth-Century Ontario: Essays Presented to J. J. Talman, 
ed. F. H. Armstrong, H. A. Stevenson, and J. D. Wilson (University of Toronto Press, 1974), 105–6.

18	 The most extreme example of this antipathy would surface years later in the person of Benjamin Lett, 
whose hatred of everything British was so fanatical that it compelled him to attack Brock’s first monument 
with a charge of gunpowder in 1840. For Lett’s tantamount confession to this crime, see Allen County 
Democrat (Lima, OH), 5 Jan. 1859, p. 1, c. 6. Daily National Intelligencer (Washington, DC), 27 Sept. 1841, 
p. 3, c. 5. I am grateful to Canadian historian Chris Raible for alerting me to the item in the Allen County 
Democrat.

19	 Tupper, Life and Correspondence of Major-General Sir Isaac Brock, Brock to Brock, 20–5 Aug. 1817, 398.
20	 Tupper, 398.
21	 Tupper, 398.
22	 Tupper, 398.
23	 Tupper, 400.
24	 Carl Benn, “The Upper Canadian Press, 1793–1815,” Ontario History 70, no. 2 (1978): 91–114.
25	 York Gazette, 20 Aug. 1812, supplement.
26	 Although the relevant issue of the Bee does not appear to have survived, the article about the surrender of 

Detroit was preserved through its having been reprinted in the Albany Gazette—demonstrating the extent 
to which early nineteenth-century newspapers shared material. Thanks to such duplications, valuable 
historical information is less likely to be lost. See Albany (NY) Gazette, 31 Aug. 1812, p. 3, c. 3.

27	 Quebec Gazette, 29 Oct. 1812, supplement, p. 5. c. 1. The letter in question was written by George Ridout to 
his father, Thomas Ridout, at York. Lengthy and descriptive, it became a staple for future historians of the 
War of 1812.

28	 York Gazette, 17 Oct. 1812, p. 2, cc. 1–2. Musical adaptations likely served a similar purpose. But if songs 
were sung in praise of Brock, it appears that they have been lost to time. All that remains is “The Bold 
Canadian,” a ballad about the Upper Canadian Militia’s role in helping to bring about the surrender of 
Detroit—and one in which Brock is hailed as their “bold commander.” See Donald R. Hickey, Don’t Give 
Up the Ship: Myths of the War of 1812 (University of Illinois Press, 2006), 351–4.

29	 Jeffrey L. McNairn, The Capacity to Judge: Public Opinion and Deliberation, 1791–1854 (University of 
Toronto Press, 2000), 131–2.

30	 AO, Mackenzie-Lindsey Family Papers (F 37), Thomas to Mackenzie, 8 Mar. 1825.
31	 As the Canadian historian James J. Talman recognized, “Such power as the press exerted was enhanced by 

the innumerable taverns in the province, where the contents of one newspaper, probably much distorted 
by repetition and discussion, could influence several score of non-readers.” See James J. Talman, “The 
Newspapers of Upper Canada a Century Ago,” Canadian Historical Review 19, no. 1 (Mar. 1938): 15. 

32	 Taverns were particularly well adapted to the dissemination of news and other information. According 
to the Canadian intellectual historian Jeffrey L. McNairn, “Except for places of worship, taverns were 
often the only spaces outside the home where large numbers of Upper Canadians regularly congregated 
and conversed. As such, they served as information clearing houses, places to learn or have confirmed the 
latest news and gossip.” See McNairn, Capacity to Judge, 149.

33	 Tavern keepers were just as likely to initiate a round of storytelling. As one British traveller (tentatively 
identified as William Henry Muloch Holmes) related after a visit to Chatham, Canada West, in 1841, 
“The host asked us into his parlour, and while his wife prepared dinner he served up a dish of personal 
adventures and hair-breadth ’scapes, not unfrequently met with in the backwoods.” See Morleigh [pseud.], 
Life in the West: Back-Wood Leaves and Prairie Flowers (London, 1842), 211.

34	 Lorne Pierce, William Kirby: The Portrait of a Tory Loyalist (Macmillan Company of Canada, 1929), 
50. For additional sources on hearthside reminiscing, see William Canniff, History of the Settlement of 
Upper Canada (Toronto, 1869), 626; [Michael Gonder Scherck], Pen Pictures of Early Pioneer Life in Upper 
Canada (William Briggs, 1905), 45–6.

35	 E[dward] T. Coke, A Subaltern’s Furlough: Descriptive of Scenes in Various Parts of the United States, Upper 
and Lower Canada, New Brunswick, and Nova Scotia (London, 1833), 361–2. Corporal Trim is a character 
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from Laurence Sterne’s novel The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, Gentleman, which was published 
in nine volumes between 1759 and 1767.

36	 According to John Richardson, it was an aide-de-camp (Lieutenant Colonel John Macdonell) who forgot 
his sword. See New Era (Brockville, CW), 15 Apr. 1842, p. 5, c. 1.

37	 Peregrine Otway-Page, “Sketch of the Family of Otway-Page,” United Empire Loyalists’ Association of 
Ontario Annual Transactions (1898): 25. According to Canadian historian Norman Knowles, the story 
about Brock’s sword “is characteristic of the sentimentality and unsubstantiated hearsay frequently found 
in the genealogical writing of the period.” See Norman Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists: The Ontario 
Loyalist Tradition and the Creation of Useable Pasts (University of Toronto Press, 1997), 107.

38	 William Hamilton Merritt, Memoirs of Major Thomas Merritt, U.E.L. (Conservator Print, [1909]), 16. 
These memoirs were published in conjunction with a speech Merritt delivered before the United Empire 
Loyalists’ Association on 11 November 1909. Merritt’s grandfather was William Hamilton Merritt, the 
avid promoter of the Welland Canal. A descendant of Susan Merritt wrote an entire juvenile novel around 
this likely fictitious incident involving Brock’s sword. See Kit Pearson, Whispers of War: The War of 1812 
Diary of Susanna Merritt (Scholastic Canada, 2002).

39	 In the case of the Otway-Page tradition involving Brock, Norman Knowles considered it and similar 
stories as “self-serving filiopietism.” See Knowles, Inventing the Loyalists, 106.

40	 One of the few reliable stories relating to Brock involves Garrett Oakes’s service in the expedition to 
Amherstburg/Detroit, during which he acted as a pilot through the Long Point portage. See Canadian 
Home Journal (St. Thomas, ON), 27 Mar. 1874, p. 4, c. 3.

41	 The person behind this misconception was Robert Wallace McLachlan, a Canadian numismatic authority 
who lived between 1845 and 1926. See R[obert] W. McLachlan, “The Copper Tokens of Upper Canada,” 
American Journal of Numismatics 49 (1915): 73.

42	 Kingston Gazette, 24 June 1817, p. 3, c. 2. See also Christopher Faulkner, Coins Are Like Songs: The Upper 
Canada Coppers, 1815–1841 (Spink and Son, 2016), 150. The several varieties of these tokens were also 
known as “Brock Coppers.”

43	 NARA, Papers of the Department of State (RG 59), War of 1812 Papers, Miscellaneous Intercepted 
Correspondence, Glegg to Procter, 30 Jan. 1813. The other officer was Lieutenant Colonel Ralph Bruyeres 
of the Royal Engineers.

44	 For additional information regarding the sites associated with Brock’s death, see Guy St-Denis, “Not 
Oblique Enough: The Fall of Sir Isaac Brock,” Canadian Army Journal 18, no. 2 (2020): 115–39; Guy St-
Denis, “The House Where General Brock Died?,” Journal of the Society for Army Historical Research 86, 
no. 346 (Summer 2008): 109–19.

45	 James Strachan, A Visit to the Province of Upper Canada, in 1819 (Aberdeen, UK, 1820), 100. Brock, of 
course, was buried alongside Macdonell, his provincial aide-de-camp who was also killed in the Battle 
of Queenston Heights. Catharine Maria Sedgwick, a budding American novelist, described the burial 
site in July of 1821: “Fort George. It hardly deserves the name of a fort being merely an embankment 
surrounded by a palisade. Brock is buried under the flagstaff, without the slightest memorial to remind his 
countrymen he perished in their cause. I picked a clover stalk from the mound, from a feeling of reverence 
we always feel for the deposit of the honored dead.” See Massachusetts Historical Society (MHS), 
Catharine Maria Sedgwick Papers, series 1, box 11, “Journal of a Trip to New York and Canada, 1821,” 
[4 July 1821, 47]. However, her fellow countryman, Samuel De Veaux, countered the claim Brock’s grave 
lacked a memorial, advising the readers of his tourist guides that an American cannon captured at Detroit 
was placed nearby. See [Samuel] De Veaux, The Falls of Niagara, or Tourist’s Guide to the Wonder of Nature 
(Buffalo, NY, 1839), 149.

46	 Nichol was a pioneer merchant, entrepreneur, and politician who was appointed quartermaster of militia 
by Brock at the outset of the War of 1812. He was also one of Brock’s greatest admirers. 

47	 Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada,” Ninth Report of the 
Bureau of Archives for the Province of Ontario 3 (1912): 159. A monument to Brock had been contemplated 
for some time, but most people—including Brock’s former military aide-de-camp, Major John B. Glegg—
assumed it was something that would have to wait upon the return of peace. As Glegg predicted at the 
end of December 1813, “Were a peace to take place tomorrow I am perfectly confident the gratitude and 
admiration of these provinces would be immediately recorded by a monument to his memory.” See AO, 
Ferdinand Brock Tupper Papers (F 1081), Glegg to Brock, 30 Dec. 1813.

48	 Priaulx Library (PL), Tupper Collection, Nichol to William Brock, 13 May 1814.
49	 Upper Canada, Statutes, An Act to provide for the erection of a Monument to the Memory of the late 

President Major General Sir Isaac Brock, 55 Geo. III, c. 15, passed 14 Mar. 1815.
50	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 46, Nichol to Hillier, 5 

Jan. 1820, 22499. As the person responsible for the money granted to construct Brock’s Monument, Nichol 
considered himself a “public accountant.” Major George Hillier was Maitland’s civil secretary.

51	 Ibid.
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52	 Ibid., 22500. The other two commissioners were Thomas Clark of Stamford Township (at Niagara Falls) 
and Thomas Dickson of Queenston, both of whom were prominent members of the Upper Canadian 
merchant class. 

53	 Ibid., 22499.
54	 Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1821–1822,” Eleventh 

Report of the Bureau of Archives for the Province of Ontario 4 (1914): 92.
55	 Nichol submitted this report to Maitland in mid-December of 1821. He also requested an audience 

with the lieutenant-governor in order to explain the report in greater detail. See LAC, Civil Secretary’s 
Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 54, Nichol to Hillier, 14 Dec. 1821, 27514–16.

56	 Ibid., vol. 71, Nichol to Brock, 17 Mar. [1815], 37700. This copy of Nichol’s letter to Brock is dated 1825, 
which is incorrect.

57	 William Brock found the estimates he received so extravagant that he delayed forwarding them to 
Nichol in order that his brother Savery Brock, who was planning a tour of Upper Canada, could explain 
them “viva voce.” See ibid., William Brock to Nichol, 8 May 1817, 37703–4. It would be unfair to suggest 
that William Brock was negligent in co-operating with his Upper Canadian correspondents, as there is 
evidence that he had been actively attempting to do so. In mid-January 1815, he received a letter from John 
Bacon Jr., an eminent English sculptor, advising that Brock’s Monument should take the form of a statue 
in the well-lighted interior of a church. See PL, Tupper Collection, Bacon to [William] Brock, 16 Jan. 1815.

58	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, Nichol to Brock, 17 
Mar. [1815], 37700.

59	 Ibid., 37701.
60	 As Nichol explained to William Brock, it was “contemplated to erect a monument which shall be worthy—

[of] both his [Brock’s] own character [and] that of the province which he saved.” Obviously, Nichol’s idea 
of a monument was not limited to commemorating Brock. See PL, Tupper Collection, Nichol to William 
Brock, 13 May 1814.

61	 The contract for this public commission was given to Richard Westmacott, RA, on 3 August 1814. See 
Great Britain, Parliament (Commons), “Erections of Monuments, Sessional Papers; Accounts and Papers 
26, no. 559 (1842): 505.

62	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, “Estimates for a 
Statue in honor of the late Major General Sir Isaac Brock K.B. from a Model [and] Drawing by Richd 
Westmacott R.A.,” 25 Sept. 1816, 37706–7. In the same source, see also Westmacott to Brock, Sept. 1816, 
37709–11. 

63	 Ibid., Brock to Nichol, 8 May 1817, 37704.
64	 Ibid., Clark, Dickson, Nichol to Maitland, 1 Dec. 1821, 37716–17.
65	 Ibid., 37718.
66	 Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1821–1822,” Eleventh 

Report of the Bureau of Archives 4 (1914): 144.
67	 The quote is from one of the printed subscription lists, for amounts collected by William Allan of York. 

See LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, “Subscription 
under Sanction of His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor,” 2 May 1825, 37713.

68	 Kingston (UC) Chronicle, 22 Feb. 1822, p. 3, c. 2.
69	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 65, Nichol to Hillier, 23 

Feb. 1824, 34519.
70	 Ibid., Governor General’s Office, Letter Books, Upper Canada, Civil Secretary’s Letter Books, 1799–1840 

(RG 7, G16C), vol. 13, Hillier to Clark, 14 Jan. 1824, 125.
71	 Ibid., Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 65, Clark and Nichol to 

Hillier, 13 Jan. 1824, 34147.
72	 Ibid., Governor General’s Office, Letter Books, Upper Canada, Civil Secretary’s Letter Books, 1799–1840 

(RG 7, G16C), vol. 13, Hillier to Clark, 13 Jan. 1824, 124; ibid., Hillier to Clark, 14 Jan. 1824, 125.
73	 Ibid., Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 71, Brock to Nichol, 8 

May 1817, 37704.
74	 Ontario, Bureau of Archives, “Journal of the House of Assembly of Upper Canada, 1821–1822,” Eleventh 

Report of the Bureau of Archives 4 (1914): 651, 665. Proposals for a church, favoured in some circles from 
an early date, continued to be raised occasionally until construction began on Brock’s second monument 
in 1853. In the summer of the preceding year, for example, there was the following interesting justification 
for a church: “This would be indeed a monument to the memory of the brave Sir Isaac Brock, a monument 
founded on a rock—the Rock of Ages.” See Church (Toronto), 8 July 1852, p. 381, c. 2. In 1879, the small 
Anglican parish at Queenston accomplished much the same goal by consecrating an impressive new 
church in Brock’s honour. See Dominion Churchman (Toronto), 27 Nov. 1879, p. 568, c. 3-p. 569, cc. 
1–2. Given the community’s other Brock associations, it was not especially surprising that the English 
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medieval-style edifice was named St. Saviour—undoubtedly an allusion to Upper Canada’s salvation in 
1812 (and the congregation’s name for an earlier, short-lived pioneer church). Singular, however, was the 
subordinate title: “the Brock Memorial Church.” While Anglican churches were not normally named 
for laymen, Brock was an exception. In 1881, this appreciation for Upper Canada’s saviour found further 
expression in a magnificent stained glass memorial window. Designed to depict Joshua before Jericho, it 
offers an allegorical representation of Brock during the critical opening stages of the War of 1812. And 
in emphasizing his tireless efforts to solidify Upper Canadian defence, the following biblical quote from 
Joshua 5:13 asks, “Art thou for us or for our adversaries?” 

75	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 65, Nichol to Hillier, 23 
Feb. 1824, 34519.

76	 Upper Canada, Statutes, An Act to provide for the erection of a Monument to the Memory of the late 
President Major General Sir Isaac Brock, 55 Geo. III, c. 15, passed 14 Mar. 1815. 

77	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 108, Clark to McMahon, 
30 July 1831, 61565. For additional information on Dickson’s lot, see St-Denis, “Not Oblique Enough,” 
115–39.

78	 LAC, Civil Secretary’s Correspondence, Upper Canada Sundries (RG 5, A1), vol. 108, Clark to McMahon, 
30 July 1831, 61565.

79	 Ibid., vol. 65, Nichol to Hillier, 23 Feb. 1824, 34520.
80	 Gleaner (Niagara, UC), 28 Feb. 1824, p. 3, c. 2. An earlier call for tenders was advertised for a similar but 

shorter monument. Although this notice went into print at the end of October 1823, it was not followed 
through, presumably because of a change in plans. See, for example, Kingston Chronicle, 14 Nov. 1823, p. 3, 
c. 5, and 21 Nov. 1823, p. 4, c. 2; Upper Canada Gazette (York), 27 Nov. 1823, p. 398, c. 2.

81	 Despite the Masonic ceremony, there is no evidence to suggest that Brock himself was a Mason.
82	 Colonial Advocate (Queenston, UC), 3 June 1824, p. 3, c. 5. In the next issue of his paper, Mackenzie 

mentioned a further item placed in the bottle. It was a scroll descriptive of the event. See issue of 10 June 
1824, p. 1, c. 2.

83	 William L. Mackenzie, Sketches of Canada and the United States (London, 1833), 317. See also Colonial 
Advocate, 18 May 1824, p. 2, c. 2.

84	 Colonial Advocate, 8 July 1824, p. 3, c. 2. For additional information on this incident, see Chris Raible, 
“Sacred to the Memory: William Lyon Mackenzie and the Brock Monument,” York Pioneer 103 (2008): 
22–34.

85	 AO, Mackenzie-Lindsey Family Papers (F 37), [Clark] to Mackenzie, 18 June 1824, 154–5. After receiving 
Clark’s letter, Mackenzie decided to publish it. See Colonial Advocate, 8 July 1824, p. 3, c. 4.

86	 Upper Canada Gazette, 8 July 1824, p. 226, c. 3. Nichol was killed late one cold and stormy night (3 May 
1824) when his horse and wagon left the Portage Road and plunged over the edge of Queenston Heights. 
The verdict of a coroner’s inquest was accidental death. See Colonial Advocate, 18 May 1824, supplement, 
[pp. 2–4]. See also Robert Lochiel Fraser, “Nichol, Robert,” Dictionary of Canadian Biography, 6:545. 

87	 Colonial Advocate, 8 July 1824, p. 3, c. 2.
88	 Ibid.
89	 Oddly enough, Mackenzie claimed that “on the 1st of June, when the foundation of the monument was 

laid, I was not present, nor knew of it.” See ibid., 29 July 1824, p. 2, c. 1. But elsewhere, he reported how a 
wide-mouthed bottle was “deposited by William Lyon Mackenzie, of Queenston, in a hollow place which 
had been cut out of the foundation stone”—and this, it would seem, was done during the ceremony. See 
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Guy St-Denis is unquestionably the leading authority on Sir Isaac 
Brock. In this pioneering and meticulously researched study, he shows 
how Brock has emerged from two centuries of literature, art, sculpture, 
and ceremonial homage to become a potent symbol of Canada’s right to 
a national identity.

—John Sugden, author of Tecumseh: A Life

This is a fascinating and important study that goes well beyond Isaac 
Brock’s life and death.

—Donald R. Hickey, author of The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict

Major General Isaac Brock won a stunning victory at Detroit at the 
outset of the War of 1812 and was recognized as the Hero of Upper 
Canada. With his untimely death leading a heroic, ill-fated charge 
during the Battle of Queenston Heights, Brock’s fame became firmly 
entrenched in the Canadian psyche. 

In High Upon His Pedestal, Guy St-Denis examines the reality of Brock’s 
military efforts and the origins and evolutions of his heroic legacy. The 
insights that emerge reveal a mythmaking process, from the outpouring 
of grief that followed Brock’s death to the efforts of Stephen Harper’s 
government to commemorate the bicentenary of the War of 1812. 
St-Denis shows how Brock was used to support the Militia Myth of a 
colonial society, how he served as a tool of Anglo-nationalism, and  
how he remains a contested historical figure in a modern nation. 

Thoroughly researched and engaging, High Upon His Pedestal is a 
fascinating exploration of the ways myth shapes history. 

GUY ST-DENIS  holds a doctorate in history from the University of Western 
Ontario, where he devoted his dissertation to Sir Isaac Brock. Having previously 
written at length on the subject, he is now engaged in further investigations to 
better understand Brock’s life, military career, and battlefield behaviour.  




