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Adrian Currie and Professor Ichthy explore and elucidate just what it
is that palaeontologists do when they claim to bring past worlds to life;
a witty and accessible exploration of the ways in which scientists use
the present to illuminate the past.

—MIKE BENTON, University of Bristol

Skilfully melding the philosophy and history of palaeontology, Adrian
Currie questions the very line that separates (perceptions of) the
present from (understandings of) the past. The result is an enchanting
reflection on what constitutes ‘loss’ to contemporary eyes, and a novel
reading of the epistemology of the historical sciences as imaginative
revendication of what no longer is.

—SABINA LEONELLL, Technical University of Munich

A mammal wrote this you say? How wonderful!

—PRror. IcHTHY

How do we understand the past when the past is weird: populated by
different creatures and different environments, playing by different rules?
In The Science of Lost Worlds, Adrian Mitchell Currie and the fantastical
Prof. Ichthy explore the epistemology of the historical sciences. They show
how paleontologists creatively adopt perspectives that link the unfamiliar
past with the familiar present through a variety of interlocking, iterative
strategies that combine imagination and hard science to discover lost
worlds. The Science of Lost Worlds is an exploration of paleontological
practice and reasoning that reflects and amplifies the ability of the deep
past to generate wonder.

ADRIAN MITCHELL CURRIE is an associate professor of philosophy at
the University of Exeter. They are the recipient of the Philip Leverhulme award,
and their monograph Rock, Bone & Ruin: An Optimist’s Guide to the Historical
Sciences won the Fernando Gil International Prize for Philosophy of Science.
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